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 Back to the mall? 

 
 ACROSS
  1,5 Post holiday chore.at mall.
  11 For ___ and a day. 
 12 Skilled workman.         
 13 That's ___ possession. 
 14 Short for every night.
 16 A soothing Xmas carol. 
 17 Motion picture lion. 
 18 Opposites on compass.  
 19 Golfers' ball holder. 
 21 New Year's ___. 
 23 Southeast on compass. 
 25 Being in the saddle. 
 29 See 27 down clue. 
 30 Letters added to a verb. 
 31 Fireplace must have.
 32  ___ the thick of things. 
 33 Fuel for the furnace.
 35 Fun game for many. 
 38 Train crossing letters.
 39 Toy rifle ammunition. 
 41 Regular time periods. 
 43 Piece of land in ocean. 
 45 The crowd around us.
 46 Not yet, but ___. 
DOWN
 1 Exspensive holiday gift.
 2 ____ League schools. 
 3 Achison and Santa ___.

  4 ___ grows in Brooklyn. 
  5 Royal Crown cola short. 
  6 Very long time period. 

7 Result of sun exposure.
8 Transport for spacemen.

  9 Name of a highway.
10 New York byway lanes.
 15 Negative word. 
 17 Let everyone rejoice.
 19 Word helper. 
20 A very, very long time.
 21 In a word, energy. 
 22 Six among the Romans. 
 23 ___ business like show. 
 24 Where birds come from. 
 26 Not one or two but one. 
 27 Early nightfall for short. 
 28 Tine to call the doctor? 
 32 Measurement on ruler.
33 Is it this ___ that?
34 Purple flower.
 35 Boy Scout Org. 
 36 Inner Youth Together. 
 37 Over in poet's lingo. 
 39 Power for game darts. 
 40 Big ___ the big clock. 
 42 Social Security (abbr.) 
 44 ___ soon? 
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The Cosmic Informer

Aries: (March 21 – April 19) You
might find yourself flirting with two
people at once. You’re ready for some
fun in the new year.
Taurus: (April 20 – May 20) Don’t let
negative or critical people drag you
down. It’s important to maintain a posi-
tive attitude.
Gemini: (May 21 – June 20) You’ll be
in for some good changes in 2015.
Situations at home or at work could
evolve in a new direction.
Cancer: (June 21 – July 22) You could
be questioning the direction that you’re
going with your education or career.
Keep exploring your options.
Leo: (July 23 – Aug. 22) Your close

relationships could be under more stress
than usual. Don’t be overly negative
with your loved ones.
Virgo: (Aug. 23 – Sept. 22) This is a
good time to make some New Year’s
resolutions. Decide what you want to
create and experience in 2015.
Libra: (Sept. 23 – Oct. 22) Social
events are keeping you busy. You’ll be
introduced to lots of new people and
fresh faces this week.
Scorpio: (Oct. 23 – Nov. 21) You might
discover that you and a special someone
share the same views or interests.
Expect increased feelings of compatibil-
ity.
Sagittarius: (Nov. 22 – Dec. 21) You

could be going back and forth about a
romantic situation, wondering what to
do. Don’t make any sudden moves.
Capricorn: (Dec. 22 – Jan. 19)
Emotions could be high. Relieve tension
by working out, meditating, or taking a
break from your daily routine.
Aquarius: (Jan. 20 – Feb. 18) You’ll be
starting to feel more cheerful about your
social life. Be open to meeting some
wonderful new people.
Pisces: (Feb. 19 – March 20) You could
receive help from an unusual source.
This could be emotional help or finan-
cial. You deserve it.
For mystical fun and psychic insights
visit lipstickmystic.com.
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Puzzle by George Robinson      yrdezdoesit@comcast.net

South Hunterdon School District

voices opposition to pipeline
Continued from page A1
proposed pipeline route would jeop-
ardize the ability of the board to meet
that mission,” the resolution reads in
part.

The measure passed unanimously
with little fanfare.

Before the vote, Superintendent
Louis Muenker provided some con-
text for the district’s stance on the
proposed pipeline.

The superintendent explained an e-
mail, sent three days earlier through
the school’s e-mail list, expressing
opposition to the pipeline’s construc-
tion, which is expected to pass “with-
in 630 feet of the high school” or
within the “Potential Impact Radius
in the event of an explosion or other
disaster.”

Muenker defended the sending of
the e-mail, explaining it is “routine”
for the district to support and provide
information to the municipalities it
serves.

“It is obvious that the proposed
pipeline has resulted in serious con-

versation and debate,” Muenker said.
He said the pipeline as proposed

would “potentially place the district
at risk.” 

The resolution comes on the heels
of other resolutions passed by munic-
ipalities along the proposed pipeline
route in New Jersey, including the
townships of Delaware, Holland,
Hopewell, Kingwood, West Amwell,
and the City of Lambertville.

Other environmental organizations
have also have opposed the pipeline.

A Dec. 8 letter from UGI Energy
Services LLC, the parent company of
PennEast, was sent to the board
informing the district that one of a
number of alternate pipeline routes –
a lateral connecting to one of the
alternate routes being considered –
will pass through school property.

The letter, signed by Pipeline
Right-Of-Way Manager Peter Marx,
states that the pipeline company
would also like to conduct survey
work on the school property via
Western Land Services “to determine

useful information for the planning
and permitting process.”

Gallagher told the rest of the board
that the pipeline company wanted to
survey the property at West Amwell
Township School, resulting in two of
the schools in the district potentially
being affected.

Gallagher wondered if the board
should give direction to the adminis-
tration to approve the pipeline survey.
“What happens if we don’t give per-
mission?” he asked.

No one seemed to have an immedi-
ate answer.

A copy of the resolution as amend-
ed will be sent to the municipalities of
West Amwell, Lambertville and
Stockton, the county board of free-
holders, Rep. Leonard Lance, state
Sens. Kip Bateman and Shirley
Turner, Assemblymen Jack Ciattarelli
and Reed Gusciora, and
Assemblywomen Donna Simon and
Bonnie Watson. Copies have also
been sent to Senators Robert
Menendez and Cory Booker.

New Hope ends year without visitor center
Continued from page A1
least a year. And we don’t want to tie
it up in case the chamber does come
back.”

Jerry Lepping, president of Visit
Bucks County, said the decision not to
renew the lease was an easy one.

“We looked at a lot of different fac-
tors,” he said. “The trend is not to have
visitor centers these days because peo-
ple get all their information on their
mobile devices. And the visitors cen-
ter is quite expensive to operate.

“This year, we took good surveys
from everybody who walked in, and
67 percent of the people said they
came in just to use the rest rooms. It
just didn’t pay to keep it open.”

Lepping said the money saved on
rent will be used to advertise the coun-
ty’s attractions, including a doubling

of the budget for digital ads. “We
spend a half million dollars in New
York to bring tourists into Bucks
County, and, frankly, the people who
come have no idea the visitors center
is the one who brought them in.

“They had some really good years,”
Lepping said of the New Hope bureau.
“We’ll certainly continue to promote
the town; that’s a given. But to run a
rest room, that just doesn’t make
sense.”

Larry Weikel is one of the staffers
who has been a part of many of those
good years. He will not be in a cele-
bratory mood as the building goes
dark on New Year’s Eve.

“I’ve been here 35 years,” Weikel
said. “There are five of us who work
here, and most of us go way back. We
handled 2,000 to 3,000 calls and had

20,000 to 40,000 visitors a year.
“This will be the first time in my life

without a job,” said Weikel, who was
a history teacher in his previous pro-
fession. “I was hoping for white
knight to ride in and rescue us, but it
looks like the age of chivalry is over.”

Barry Ziff, another longtime staffer,
said visitors will have no rest rooms to
use and no place to get quarters for the
parking meters once the visitors center
closes, because local banks will not
keep local merchants supplied with
quarters.

“I hope this comes to a good conclu-
sion before people get upset and stop
coming,” Ziff said. “But I know Dr.
Shaw and the entire council know
what an asset they have in this build-
ing and will come up with some-
thing.”

Bedminster budgets

for increased service demand 
continued from page A1
tracting for some building work at
township facilities. Total revenue for
the new year is projected to balance a
total increase of 13 percent in operat-
ing expenses.

The general fund real estate tax rate
is unchanged at 4.0 mills. Earned
income tax (EIT) receipts are project-
ed to continue a slight decline. The
Pennridge School District receives a
1.0 percent EIT from township resi-
dents, which the district collects sepa-
rately, while the township receives 0.5
percent for its general fund. 

A separate EIT of 0.25 percent sup-

ports township funding for the preser-
vation of open space. Borrowing costs
for the open space fund have declined
because of refinancing debt at a lower
interest rate. The millage rate for open
space is 2.5 percent.

The complete 28-page budget has
been posted at the Bedminster
Township website. 

Also at the Dec. 10 meeting,
Township Manager Richard Schilling
reported that residents of Wigton
Circle in the Stonebridge development
“are working out their differences”
with the Bedminster Municipal
Authority. A dozen residents had

appeared at the Nov. 12 meeting to
report serious difficulties with con-
struction activity related to the
replacement of their sewer lines.

Schilling promised to investigate,
and mediate for the residents with the
authority’s utility company. He also
handed out his business card to those
in attendance, offering them the
opportunity to contact him directly for
assistance. 

At the Dec. 10 meeting, he noted he
had conducted a site inspection with
other officials, noting significant
progress, and added that he had not
received any calls from the residents.

Stuart Lee Friedman

The Buckingham Township supervi-
sors, meeting Dec. 17, addressed resi-
dents’ concerns ranging from over-
aggressive tree trimming to dangerous
intersections.

Claiming that the tree trimming was
a public safety effort they could not
stop, the supervisors did agree to
request a traffic study at the intersec-
tion of three roads.

Resident Rebecca Fink alerted the
supervisors to aggressive tree trim-
ming in which “scenic roads are just
being obliterated.”

Supervisor Jon Forest said that it
was part of an assertive public safety
effort, called the regional PECO relia-
bility project, to ensure the reliability
of electric transmission lines.
Township Manager Dana Cozza said
that PECO informed the communities
of their plans.“We’re doing what we
need to do,” PECO said.

“They are like an army now,” said
Supervisor Maggie Rash. “Sorry.
We’re powerless.”

Resident Tony Wilson questioned
the supervisors regarding drainage

from a property on a hill above his. He
asked about options to redirect that
flow to a retention basin.

Township Engineer Dan Gray men-
tioned that township intervention
would be limited in a situation
between two private properties.

Resident Robin Schriedel delineated
concerns over the five-way intersec-
tion of Lower Mountain, Street and
Pineville roads, requesting five-way
stop signs be placed at the intersection.

Despite a 35 mph speed limit on
Street Road, Schriedel claimed that
traffic often exceeded that limit, and
limited sight distance of traffic travel-
ing northeast on Street Road posed a
collision danger with traffic crossing
the intersection from Lower Mountain
or Pineville Roads.

She also said that traffic turning
from Street Road onto Pineville Road
had to swerve around Lower Mountain
Road traffic. Line of sight visibility is
hampered by vegetation as well as the
hill.

Schriedel presented 137 resident
signatures and comments in support of
a five-way stop, quoting one signatory
as saying, “I fear the intersection and

hold my breath every time I go
through it.”

Resident Tim Muth asked, “Why are
we waiting for someone to be killed?”

Solicitor Craig Smith said that the
Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation (PennDOT) would be
required to study accident frequency,
which in turn must meet criteria of at
least five reported accidents in a 12-
month period for the agency to act on
such a request.

Trimming vegetation was the
responsibility of property owners,
according to Smith.  He added that
they could be held liable for violating
state statutes if such plants are not
maintained accordingly.  The township
may help in alerting responsible resi-
dents of problems.

A decision was made to paint fog
lines defining the edge of the legally
drivable road surface to help with the
situation, but that further action would
be at the discretion of PennDOT.  

The supervisors also indicated they
would request a traffic study of the
intersection, which would analyze
parameters such as speeds, sight dis-
tances and orientations.

Buckingham citizens object

to aggressive tree cutting 

Supervisors agree to request a study of dangerous intersectionDoylestown Nature Club meets at 1 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 12, when Denise Bash, founder of Animal
Lifeline and a consultant for the International Fund
for Animal Welfare, will discuss disaster teams of
responders who deploy in emergencies to help
wildlife and domestic animals.

She will give a presentation showing some of the
work she and her team have done in past disasters.

Bash also serves as international disaster manager
for the Greater Good Organization. This organization
began in 1999 to provide support for worthy causes
through online, easy actions and has contributed $30
million worldwide to nonprofits.

The meeting will be held in the Buckingham
Township building, 4613 Hughesian Drive,
Buckingham. All are welcome. Guests pay $5.

For information, call 215-348-4347 or visit the
club online. 

Nature club welcomes
animal welfare worker

Members of the Village Improvement Association (VIA)
of Doylestown’s Veterans Committee helped A Soldier's
Hands founder Trish Shallenberger pack donated Halloween
candy for shipment to deployed military members. 

The charity, which grew from a chance meeting with a
deploying soldier with chapped hands, sends toiletries and
other supplies to military units. Each “goodie bag” is indi-
vidually wrapped along with a note from a school child or
community member, and tied with curling ribbon. All the
chocolates were packed for immediate mailing. The remain-
ing candies will be included in future mailings. 

For information or to volunteer, email Trish at trish.shal-
lenberger@gmail.com.

VIA packs candy
for A Soldier's Hands

From left are: Edi Eisenbraun, Village Improvement
Association member;  Trish Shallenberger, A Soldier’s
Hands founder;  and Joan Logrando, VIA member.  


