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From The VIA President 
Cory H Schroeder 

ay and June have been an incredible whirlwind of 
activities and events. We have now closed the  
42nd Bucks County Designer House & Gardens, and 
our spirits were high, even with a few rainy days.  

Hill Crest Manor, owned by the Montemurros, was another 
beautiful and successful house to add to our accomplishments. 
Thank you to Barbara Ann Price, Cleta Szoke and ALL the 
Committee members who made each day and special event so 
great. Closing day, Barbara Ann treated us to a farewell party 
and during the second week of June, members of Doylestown 
Health system, recipients of 70% or more of the proceeds, 
hosted a lovely luncheon to thank us. The 2017 proceeds will 
support a new state-of-the-art hybrid operating room which will 
combine advanced imaging capabilities with a fully-integrated 
surgical suite for more complex, minimally-invasive vascular and 
endovascular procedures.  

During the run of the house, we hosted a second successful 
evening meeting to introduce prospective members to the VIA. 
Both meetings have resulted in new members, excited to 
become part of our wonderful organization. 

At the luncheon, I had the pleasure of announcing the Chair for 
the 2018 Designer House & Gardens, Kathleen Krick. Kathy will 
be a wonderful Chair and I ask for everyone’s support. If YOU, or 
anyone you can recommend, is interested in being the Vice 
Chair, please let me know ASAP, before people are all dispersed 
for the summer.  

The June meeting was another highlight as we hosted numerous 
teens to receive scholarships and recognition. Those receiving 
scholarships wowed us with their current accomplishments and 
hopes for the future. The Community Recognition recipient 
impressed us with her selflessness and consideration for less 
fortunate teens. And of course, the Floral Arts Committee and 
luncheon Co-Chairs Jackie Newman and Lee Scheeler did a 
magnificent job, Cont’d on pg. 3
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VIA Treasurer’s Report 
Ruth Carlson 

For month ending Apr 30, ‘17 Mar 31, ‘17 

Current Assets $76,872  $75,614 

Long Term Assets  $303,642  $303,643 

Total Assets $379,515   $379,257 

   

Income YTD  $56,241   $54,914 

Expenses YTD $32,086 $31,239 

Change In Net Assets $24,155   $23,675 
 

VIA Community Impact  
Several educational scholarships and awards 
were presented at the June VIA meeting.  Please 
refer to page 6 for more information.  

Chamber of Commerce – VIA Women In 
Business Award 

State Representative Marguerite Quinn received 
the Village Improvement Association’s annual 
Women in Business Leadership Award. At the 
annual dinner on June 1 at Spring Mill Manor.  

 
(L to R): Maggie, Marguerite and John Quinn, Marguerite’s 
mother, Mary Lee Corr and Carolyn Quinn. 

Teen scholarships honoring Richard A. Reif and 
Carolyn Della-Rodolfa 

Upon Rich Reif’s retirement as CEO of 
Doylestown Hospital, the Village Improvement 
Association established the Richard A. Reif 
Culture of Caring Award to be given annually to 

a Teen Volunteer who demonstrates his values.  
The 2017 winner is SANJANA SHAH.  Sanjana has 
contributed 378 hours in the Snack Bar, 
Pharmacy, and Physical Therapy Departments.   
She will be awarded a Scholar’s Diploma from CB 
East and will attend Carnegie Mellon University 
majoring in Biomedical Engineering.  She is an 
incredibly well rounded young lady both in 
school activities (cross country, spring track, 
Share a Bag, 2017 Class Council, orchestra, Relay 
for Life and National Honor Society), and in 
community activities (research competition, 
Arya Dance Academy, and the Buckingham 
Township Civic Association). We were impressed 
by her description of her volunteer experience at 
Doylestown Hospital as she expressed how her 
various assignments cultivated interpersonal 
skills, leadership skills and raised awareness of 
the diversity of our community and our nation.  
Rich presented her award at the Volunteer 
Luncheon in April. 

Upon Carolyn Della-Rodolfa’s retirement as 
Chair of Doylestown Health in 2016, 
management established the Carolyn Della-
Rodolfa Teen Volunteer Scholarship to recognize 
a teen volunteer who exemplifies Carolyn’s 
strong sense of compassion, patience, 
mentorship, integrity and dedication that helps 
define and perfect the culture of Doylestown 
Health.  The first winner of the scholarship is 
Caroline Wend, a senior at CB East.  Caroline 

VIA Officers 

VIA President   Cory H Schroeder 
1st VP Joyce Hanson 
2nd VP Mary Jane Mims 
Recording Secretary Marilyn Mele 
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contributed 403 hours as a volunteer in Patient 
Transport.  In her essay, she pays homage to the 
group of pioneering women who founded 
Doylestown Hospital to “improve the health and 
welfare” of Bucks County residents.  She clearly 
studied and appreciates the VIA history as 
presented in the lobby of the Hospital. Caroline 
will be attending the University of Pittsburgh 
majoring in nursing.  Perhaps Caroline will join 
the long list of VIA women and carry on the work 
which has so impressed her.  Carolyn presented 
the award at the Volunteer Luncheon in April. 

Letters to the VIA 
Dear Scholarship Committee,  

I would like to thank you so very much for 
awarding me the Hannah Pollock-Laura Haddock 
Scholarship.  I am very grateful and am proud to 
have received this scholarship.  I am excited to 
enter college in the fall and this scholarship will 
give me the opportunity to fulfill my dreams and 
to someday be able to give back to my 
community. Thank you once more. 

Warmest regards,  

Samuel Omesi 

To: Veteran’s Committee, 

Thank you for everything you and your members 
do for us! Greatly Appreciated  

I can’t wait to read what you have sent. 

[The Veteran’s Committee receives book 
donations and has them sent to Service 
members.] 
A. Heeren 

To the Veteran’s Committee, 

Thank you for your generous donation of $500. 
We greatly appreciate your support.  Please 
know 100% of your donation is applied directly to 
our programs. Enrollment increases weekly and 
no service member of their family is turned away. 
Participants continue to show improvement and 
report feeling better after each session.   It is 
through your support and the support of donors 
like yourself that enables Shamrock Reins to 
continue with our programs.  Thank you again for 
your support. 

With deep appreciation, 

Janet Brennan 

Founder/Executive Director 

From the VIA President  
Continued from pg. 1 
with Doylestown Country Club providing a great 
venue and luncheon. Special thanks to Gloria 
Walker for the gift of Mary Kay products at each 
place setting.  

As our calendar year is closing, I have been 
looking back over the year and the dear 
members we have lost: Lucinda Wester, Marge 
Martin, Arlene Ferguson, Peggy Keim, Ginny 
Vandegrift, Jane Strong, Gail Weber, Gladys 
Miller, Jane Reiter and Nancy Cook. Also this 
year, we have had incredible sadness with so 
many family members being sick or passing away 
as well. Once again, please accept our 
condolences to all. My heart is sad over the loss 
of so many, including my own son. 

On a happier note, I have enjoyed this past year 
as your President. Thank you for all of your 
support and friendship. I am consistently 
impressed with the amount of hard work put 
forth by so many. Each committee has their 
particular responsibilities and each works very 
hard to fulfill their commitment to the VIA. We 
are a ‘well-oiled machine’ with so many working 
parts, all meshing together to keep our 300+ 
member strong organization moving along at a 
rapid pace and doing so much good for the 
community. It is a tribute to each and every one 
of you.  

I hope everyone has a happy and healthy 
summer, no matter where you might be headed. 
Some VIA committees will remain active over the 
next few months and just glide back into the new 
calendar year. We already have events planned 
for September, so mark your calendars for the 
Sept 10 Arts Festival, where we will share a table 
with Doylestown Health, Sept 13 Town & 
Country Theater fundraiser for the JLMH (see 
Mary Jane Mims for tickets), and Sept 24 Family 
Game Night fundraiser at JLMH for the VIA (see 
Georgia Ford for details). And the next Member 
Meeting will be Oct. 3.  

See you in the fall, if not before! 
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VIA Health System Report  
Joan Parlee, Chairman of the Boards 

At last some warmer weather has arrived.  The 
flowers are gorgeous, even when viewed 
through the raindrops! 

The Hospital Board had a very timely 
presentation for Directors’ Education this 
month.  Chris Myers, the hospital’s MIS IT 
Director, shared with the Board the differences 
between ransomware and computer viruses.  
Ransomware takes control of data and then the 
originators charge a ransom to release it.  Of 
course, we know paying these ransoms seldom 
works.  It is essential for everyone to remain 
vigilant to avoid suspect websites, links, and 
emails.  MIS has a strategy to protect our system 
from infiltration.  These include firewalls, web 
filtering, regular software patching cycles, and 
associate IT security training and awareness.  
Chris assured the Board that Doylestown 
Hospital systems are protected.  Chris and Ron 
Watson will produce a Q & A sheet to have as a 
reference paper.  We all should receive a copy. 

The Clinical Quality report highlighted two areas, 
the first being the Heart Failure Program.  This 
program was recertified by The Joint 
Commission in April.  The rate of incidences of 
heart failure is rising and the high-tech services 
Doylestown Hospital offers attract referrals of 
complex cases.  Heart Failure is the leading cause 
of hospital readmissions.  Secondly, the focus on 
C-section rates continues.   

A new Director of Nursing, Michelle 
Chamberlain, and a new Medical Director, Dr. 
Nicole Geracimos, were announced at Pine Run.  
At this time, Pine Run has highlighted four 
indicators for focus: facility acquired infections, 
the rate of pressure ulcers, medication errors 
and patient falls. 

The Finance Committee did not have a meeting 
due to the lengthy budget discussions.  The 
Hospital results show an Operating Gain of 

$3.4M but, after deducting some recurring 
items, the Operating Gain was right on budget 
target.  Net Patient Revenue is $206.4M, an 
increase of $10.7M/5.3% over 2016 and greater 
than budget by $795,000.  Inpatient Discharges 
are 166 cases over 2016, but below budget and 
outpatient visits are 0.6% below 2016 and below 
budget by 3.8%.  Expenses are above budget.  
The Net Operating Gain for the entire 
Doylestown Health System was $.05M below 
budget.  The Hospital and Foundation funds have 
improved from investment gains of $7.66M since 
June 2016. 

Three new Emergency Department doctors were 
approved for privileges.  Doylestown Emergency 
Associates is a community-based independent 
group that staffs our Emergency Department.  
They are now also providing limited ER coverage 
at Grand View Hospital.  Three of our 
Doylestown doctors are credentialed at Grand 
View.  To help provide coverage at both 
hospitals, three of the Grand View doctors have 
applied for privileges at Doylestown Hospital.    
Three other physicians were given privileges, 
two on the Active Staff in Dermatology and 
Hospitalist services, and one on the Community 
staff with Tandigm at Pine Run.  Three new Allied 
Health Practitioners were also approved, one as 
a House Nurse Practitioner with Doylestown 
Emergency Associates and two with Bucks 
County Orthopedics. 

Changes related to construction projects, new 
staff, new programs and new payment models 
are occurring at a dizzying pace.  I will endeavor 
to keep you all well informed.
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Events and Activities 

Evita (Sold Out) 
June 21 / noon / Copperhead Grille 
June 21 / 2 pm / DeSales University 

 
Save the Date for these fall events! 

Arts Festival  
Sep 10 
We will be joining Doylestown Health on Sunday 
only, the day of the bike races, to share info 
about the VIA. Please join us to meet the 
community and tell them all that the VIA does. 

Annual Card Party 
Oct 20 / JLMH 
Annual Conservation Committee fundraiser. 

King of Prussia Mall Tour 
Thursday, October 19. 2017 
Did you know that one of the largest malls in the 
world is right here in PA! 

Join the Social Committee for a private tour of 
the King of Prussia Mall, followed by lunch and 
then shop on your own.  We shall carpool to and 
from the mall.  Contact Marilyn Jones for details 
215-822-1109. 

Committee Updates 

VIA 125th Anniversary Committee 
Joyce Hanson 

A committee has been formed to plan for an 
important milestone for the VIA, its 125th 
anniversary in April 2020.  We want to promote 
the relevance of the VIA in our community, not 
only over the first 120+ years but today as well.  
If you have any thoughts or ideas on what we can 
or should do for this special anniversary, please 
contact either Joyce Hanson (215-262-2094 | 
joyce.hanson@verizon.net) or Cory. Schroeder 
(215-796-1795 | coryxa6254@gmail.com). 

 

 

2017 Designer House 
Barbara Ann Price 

As I closed the 2017 Bucks County Designer 
House & Gardens, I reflected on many wonderful 
memories created over the past nine months.  
First, there were the gracious homeowners, 
Anthony and Susan Montemurro, who 
welcomed us into their home and allowed us to 
transform their home for the 42nd Bucks County 
Designer House & Gardens.  The house was a 
wonderful 1808 Victorian farmhouse located on 
5.5 acres in beautiful Buckingham with pumpkin 
pine floors, cash windows and a boot warmer. I 
met many designers and landscapers, many of 
whom were new this year and helped us to 
create a warm and inviting Designer House as 
well as many new warm friendships. We 
welcomed back four boutique owners and 
gained a new one.  

Many thanks to Phyllis Morris and her Empty 
House Party team for a very memorable event.  
With over 400 guests it was a wonderful event 
filled with good food and over 60 silent auction 
items.  

Next, many thanks to Joy Levy and Kim Calabrese 
and their team for a wonderful and elegant Gala 
with great food and a very entertaining band.  
Their Blues Brothers performance was fantastic! 
We had over 500 attendees at the Gala. For 
once, even the weather cooperated: it was a 
warm sunny day that transformed into a 
memorable evening. 

I wish I could say the weather cooperated for the 
2017 House Tours but, alas, that was not the 
case.  With over five days of sometimes 
torrential rain and parking at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, many days were at best challenging. 
It was great to see some smiling guests as they 
boarded the trolley with their purchases from 
the boutiques.  I hope to retire my rain boots and 
raincoat sometime soon! 
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This year we had a total 5,386 visitors.  The 
highest daily attendance was 371 on Mother’s 
Day.  This was the highest Mother’s Day 
attendance since 2014 when we had 560 
attendees. We had a total of 313 paid 
volunteers, 68 Designer House Committee 
members, 51 service members and 77 realtors 
for a total attendance of 6,358.   

For 2017 we had a total of 23 sponsors (3 gold, 3 
bronze, and 17 pewter).  The total revenue 
collected was $118k and we are owed $5k for a 
current total of $123K. 

Thanks to the many committee chairs, 
committee members and volunteers who gave 
graciously of their time. Thanks also to the 
homeowners, designers, landscapers, sponsors, 
and boutique owners who all contributed to the 
success of this year’s Designer House. We hope 
to report the overall financial results soon. 

Bylaws & Policies 
Lillian O’Connor 

The Interim Governance and Bylaws & Policies 
Committees have been hard at work developing 
role descriptions for VIA committee chairs.  This 
project’s purpose is to clarify the tasks each chair 
needs to perform today and provide guidelines 
for the future.  One notable change is a set of 
common responsibilities and expectations for all 
committee chairs which will appear under 
“Member Expectations, Committee Chairs” on 
page 4 of the VIA Policies. Additional specific 
chair responsibilities will appear under each 
committee description in the VIA Policies.   

The current Policies will be updated by the end 
of June with the new information and will be 
available online under the “members-only” tab 
(A new password will be emailed to all members 
or available by calling Laura Kruger at 215-345-
2347).  Several committee descriptions are not 
included in this policy release and are scheduled 
to be worked in the near future.  

If you have any Bylaws or Policies questions, 
please contact Lillian O’Connor, 215-262-4815 or 
lillianoconnor@comcast.net. 

Community Recognition 
Marilyn Mele 

Central Bucks West senior, Hannah Sexton, has 
been honored with the VIA’s Community 
Recognition Award.   

While looking 
through her 
closet one 
day, Hannah 
realized that 
she had extra 
clothes that 
she never 
wore. Rather 
than looking 
to sell them 
online, she 
decided to go 
a different 
route that did 
not benefit 
just her.  She 
researched homeless shelters and other 
agencies in our area and was shocked to learn 
that there were so many needy people in the 
Bucks County community.  So, she founded 
Hannah’s Boutique as a way to help girls in need.  
In doing her research she learned, while there 
are numerous charitable organizations that give 
away free clothing to needy families, what they 
usually end up getting are trash bags of over 
worn, or out of style clothes that the girls have 
no choice in selecting. 

She wanted the girls to have an opportunity to 
select trendy, newer clothes in a store-like 
setting.   

Her next step was to get the clothes.  She spread 
the word among friends, friend’s parents, and 
family to donate new or gently used items and 
was able to obtain enough items to stock her first 
boutique.   

Hannah’s criterion was that if she wouldn’t wear 
it, it didn’t make the cut.  She wanted her 
“customers” to feel like they were in a real store, 
not a thrift shop.  Next, she found a central 
location to hold the boutique and set it up as a 
store.  She notified local charitable agencies like 

Hannah Sexton and Marilyn Mele 
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Bucks County Housing, FISH and others to let the 
young ladies know of the event. 

Two Hannah’s Boutique events are held each 
year.  In August, the “back to school” version is 
held one or two weeks before school starts and 
then again in December during the holiday 
break.  Both are timed so girls can return to 
school with new items like their more fortunate 
classmates.  This is an uplifting experience for 
young ladies and helps them gain a greater sense 
of self-respect and confidence.   

Hannah held her first boutique in fall of 2015 and 
has helped almost 250 young women since then.  
Her last boutique held in December was 
attended by approximately 80 girls. 

Although Hannah started this project on her 
own, it has grown so much that she has many 
friends now helping.  Hannah will be graduating 
from West shortly and will attend Brown 
University in the fall.  However, she will continue 
with the boutiques and has friends who will help 
while when she is away.   

We appreciate Hannah’s resourcefulness, 

tenacity, selflessness, and hard work in putting 

this worthwhile wonderful charity together. We 

wish her much success in the future and are 

proud to present her with this award. Hannah 

may be reached about donations at 

hannahsboutique2016@gmail.com. 

Education Committee 
Arlene O’Hara 

Three $2,000 Hannah Pollock-Laura Haddock 
Scholarships were presented at the annual VIA 
June Luncheon by Dr. Arlene O’Hara. Recipients 
were: 

Alekhya Gunturi (Central Bucks High School 
East) who will attend Boston University to 
pursue an accelerated medical degree 
program.  

Samuel Omesi (Central Bucks High School 
West) who will attend the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill Honors Program and 
major in biology. 

Jack Traina (Central Bucks High School West) 
who will attend Harvard University with 

undergraduate plans of combining 
neuroscience and economics.   

 
(L to R standing) Dr. Arlene O'Hara, Rosemary Burrage. 
Mary Lou Gehring, Alekhya Gunturi, Samuel Omesi, Jack 
Traina, Maureen Casey, Mary Ellen Stanton, (L to R sitting) 
Joan Parlee, and Karen O’Brien. 

For the sixth year, the family of the late Ruth 
Boland (former VIA President and nurse) funded 
the VIA Ruth Boland Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship.  A second scholarship was funded by 
the Grasmeder family.  Kathleen Boland, Jeanne 
Boland, Kathy Grasmeder and Beth Grasmeder-
Smith presented the two $2,000 awards to: 

Anthony Scarpone-Lambert (Central Bucks 
High School South) who will attend the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Aaron Wasser (Central Bucks High School East) 
who will begin pursuit of a BSN at Temple 
University’s College of Public Health. 

 
(L to R):  Beth Grasmeder-Smith, Aaron Wasser, Kathleen 
Boland, Anthony Scarpone-Lambert, Kathy Grasmeder, and 
Jeanne Boland. 
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Fundraising 
Cory H. Schroeder 

Congratulations to the two winners of the VIA’s 
50-50 Raffle! LeeAnn Hill of Perkasie won $1,165 
from the May 1 drawing and Mary Haslam, a 
Doylestown Health associate, won $1,265 from 
the May 6 drawing. The VIA’s proceeds were 
$2,430! 

 
(L to R) Cory H. Schroeder and Mary Haslam 

The proceeds from the Chocolate Raffle in May 
was $65. Jean Upton was the winner of the 
Basket. 

Our next fundraising effort will be a Family Game 
Night on Sunday, Sept 24th at the James-Lorah 
Memorial Home. The event will be open to the 
public and offer an opportunity to singles, 
couples, friends, parents and children or 
grandparents and children to enjoy a night out to 
play a variety of board and card games, ours or 
their own. Anyone willing to loan board games 
for the event would be much appreciated. 
Tickets will be sold in advance and the pricing will 
be affordable, including refreshments and door 
prizes. Tickets for a Chinese Auction will be extra. 
(I hate that name but don’t know what else to 
call it. Please, give me an alternative!!) 

We will be looking for the donation of gifts and 
desserts for the event. Please contact event 
Chair Georgia Ford, 215-343-0321. 

In the fall, we will be hosting a Holiday Shopping 
event at Talbot’s, as well as another Dine In-or-

Out at UNO’s opportunity. More details and 
dates will follow. We are also open to anyone 
looking for a fun committee to join!  Please 
contact me at coryxa6254@gmail.com or 215-
297-8057. 

HOBY Scholarship 
Kathryn McKenna 

Three Hugh O’Brien Youth scholarships were 
awarded at the June 6 VIA luncheon to Chloe Kim 
(Central Bucks High School South), Kristin Rice 
(Central Bucks High School West), and Sophia 
Rubin (Central Bucks High School East).  

James-Lorah Memorial Home 
Helen Hammes 

Security Upgrade – Holicong Security  

JLMH representatives met with Holicong 
Security on June 1 and finalized the proposal for 
the security/fire alarm upgrades and exterior 
video surveillance. These $8,000 installations are 
scheduled for this summer. 

Property Survey  

The property survey is completed and a legal 
description provided to update the deed. This 
filing will occur this summer. 

Committee Membership 

The 2018 members were confirmed and the 
updated information will be published in the 
2018 Membership Directory. 

House Preservation Work 

The exterior painting and roof repair work on the 
back of the house is completed. Investment 
returns from the first half of 2017 will determine 
if some or all of the planned capital investment 
projects can continue this year.  

Kitchen Upgrade 

Mark Craig re-painted the kitchen to refresh its 
look as the short-term solution to improve its 
appearance with a vote not to exceed $1,000. 
The major kitchen renovation moved to a longer 
term goal due to the potential cost $40,000. It 
was suggested that the layout of the kitchen be 
re-evaluated to make the best use of space and 
efficiency based upon its use by VIA and outside 
renters. 

mailto:coryxa6254@gmail.com
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Designer House Prints 

The committee approved the expense for the 
new hanging rod system not to exceed $1,000.  It 
will accommodate 50 prints. 

House Events 2017-18 

June 17: WWI Statue Rededication. The house 
will be open for tours and the auditorium made 
available as requested by the Doylestown 
Historical Society. 

September 13: Reservations for the Town & 
Country Theater fundraiser can be placed with a 
check payable to James-Lorah Memorial Home 
and sent to Mary Jane Mims c/o the VIA office, 
595 W State Street, Doylestown, PA 18901.  The 
VIA Treasurer is also creating a PayPal button for 
this event on the VIA website to facilitate 
reservation orders. The Theater sub-committee 
will communicate throughout the summer to 
ensure preparation of the raffle baskets and 
refreshments.  

December 10: Successful meetings with Fonthill 
representatives were held and it is official that a 
joint Fonthill/JLMH Christmas Open House Tour 
is scheduled. JLMH is the birthplace of Henry 
Chapman Mercer so it seemed fitting to engage 
Fonthill’s participation in a joint event. 

A maximum of 180 attendees was set with 11 am 
and 2 pm tours scheduled.  Fonthill will provide 
point-of-sale reservations to ensure that 180 
reservations are not exceeded.  

Fundraising 

Treasured Legacy books will be available for sale 
at the Doylestown Book Shop, Fonthill and 
Mercer Museum gift shops. A JLMH liaison will 
monitor the inventory at each site. 

Gravesite/Urns 

The James' gravesite 
was prepared for the 
Memorial Day parade 
and it looked beautiful. 

 

 

VIA Memorial Garden 

Plans for the garden in memory of deceased 
members are in initial stages. This garden will 

replace the Library book donation program 
which was discontinued by the Bucks County 
Library. 

Marketing 
Allyson Malack  

On May 10, the VIA shared a table at the Central 
Bucks Chamber of Commerce Annual Business 
Expo where membership and Bucks County 
Designer House & Gardens information were 
distributed.  Two prospective members were 
identified as a result.  

We have exciting news – the VIA has entered the 
digital age! Members can now pay for annual 
dues and events such as luncheons online in the 
Membership Information section on our website 
via PayPal!  If you prefer to pay by cash or check 
those options are still available.  

As we continue to work on shifting into the 
digital age, we are collecting member stories 
about their experience in the VIA.  We need your 
story to tell the world why each of you believes 
in the VIA and why it’s such an amazing 
organization. After the conclusion of the 
Designer House, we are sure many of you have 
stories and we want to hear them! Please turn in 
all stories to Laura Kruger, and if you choose to 
be anonymous that’s fine too! 

The Marketing Committee has been partnering 
with Doylestown Health’s Marketing 
Department to create options for a new logo for 
the VIA.  This new version will enable us to better 
present the work we do in an easily recognizable 
image that can be used across a variety of 
mediums – paper, digital and even fun items 
such as banners, table covers, shirts, bags, 
jewelry, etc.  Several versions have already been 
created and shared with small focus groups.  
Their feedback and suggestions have been 
incorporated into several options that will be 
presented to the VIA Board.  Based on their 
feedback, a final set of choices will be presented 
to the membership in the fall. 

The marketing committee has created a Photo 
Consent Form to obtain permission to use 
pictures taken at our events. This form will be 

James' gravesite at 
Doylestown Cemetery 



VIA Newsletter 
 

VIA-Doylestown.org  | 595 West State Street | Doylestown, PA 18901 | 215.345.2347  Page 10 
 

vital when creating new marketing materials. 
Some guidelines and feedback we received. 

A consent form is not needed for large 
community events but should be obtained for: 

• Anyone under the age of 18 
• Direct photo shot opportunities, i.e., 

the ones you pose for! 

Work is still underway to ensure that the new 
mission statement “Enhance the health and 
welfare of Central Bucks County and surrounding 
communities” is included on all marketing 
materials, website and other messaging.  If you 
have flyers or other information that you 
distribute, please check to make sure the old 
mission statement is not present, and please 
reach out if you need assistance.  

Help us share the VIA story - Volunteers 
needed!  

To lend your support or to get assistance, please 
contact Marketing Chair Allyson Malack at 
amalack@dh.org or 215-345-2034. 

Membership 
LaFaun Reed Kahn 

Please join me in welcoming new members 
Shirley Myers and Wendy Wolfrum. Shirley 
studied business and dance at PSU, and she 
recently managed The Nutty Necklace boutique 
at the 2017 Designer House.   She has 
volunteered at the Pennridge School District and 
worked in the Chorus at the Bucks County 
Playhouse and in Sales and HR at B&G 
Manufacturing. Wendy has a BS in Public Health 
and worked for many years at Ashland, Inc.  
We are thrilled that they have chosen to join our 
dynamic organization. Please contact me 
at lafaunr@aol.com or 215-208-5326 if you have 
questions or need a new name badge. 
 

**REMINDER*** 

Now is the time to pay your VIA  
$45 Membership Dues for 2017–2018. 

You may pay online by going to the VIA website 
(VIA-Doylestown.org) or by sending your check 
payable to VIA of Doylestown. Mail completed 

form and check to:  VIA Office, 595 West State 
Street, Doylestown, PA 18901.  

Please complete the invoice form including any 
committees you may be interested in joining, 
even though you have provided that information 
in the past, so we confirm we have your correct 
information on file. 

Note:  If you are paying your dues online, you will 
not receive the form from PayPal.  Therefore, we 
ask that you download the form from the website 
(or pick one up in the VIA office), complete it and 
return to Laura Kruger.  

Strategic Planning Task Group 
Joyce Hanson 

Articles of Incorporation – The original Articles of 
Incorporation from September 27, 1985, were 
outdated and difficult to understand.  The 
proposed Articles have been updated and 
corrected. They have been unanimously 
approved by the SPTG committee and the VIA 
Board of Directors.  These proposed Articles are 
attached as a separate document with this June 
Newsletter.  Please read the proposed Articles 
carefully and email me if you have any concerns 
or questions.  PLEASE SEND YOUR vote of YES or 
NO to Laura Kruger. Those without email access, 
you will be sent a physical vote document, which 
we ask that you complete and return to Laura by 
July 17.  (Please note: we cannot file the 
application with the state until the membership 
has approved the changes.) 

Welfare Committee 
Marianne Chabot  

During the fiscal year 2016-2017, $72,700 was 
donated to support those in need. 

• $12,200 was given to assist 147 individuals 
who were referred by contacts at FISH, St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, and Doylestown 
Hospital Case Workers for rent, utilities, food, 
clothing, temporary housing, moving 
expenses, car repairs, baby supplies, and 
medications. 

• $19,500 was given in annual grants to area 
social service agencies as follows: Ann 
Silverman Free Clinic - $2,500, Doylestown 

mailto:lafaunr@aol.com
tel:(215)%20208-5326
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Food Pantry - $3,000, Lenape Valley 
Foundation - $3,000, Meals on Wheels - $2500, 
A Woman's Place - $2,500, FISH - $4,000, and 
Bucks County Intermediate Unit Homeless 
Education Program - $2,000.  

• $41,000 was given in gift cards for 410 
financially-challenged families. 

Welcome New Members 
Shirley Myers 215-723-5990 
Wendy Wolfrum 215-491-3629 

 

Membership Directory/Handbook 
To be included in the 2017-2018 membership directory, be sure to pay your dues before June 30, as we 

will be assembling the directory soon.  If you are a committee chair, please send the names of those 

who will be members of your committee in fiscal year 2017-2018 ASAP to Joyce Hanson. 

 

Doylestown Health Happenings 
6/21 & 7/19 8a Walk With A Doc Doylestown Hospital Front Lawn 

thru - Oct 1 – 5p Farmer’s Market on Wednesdays Brownlow Drive outside the Hospital cafeteria. 

Visit DoylestownHealth.org/classes-and-events for more information. 
 
 

  

Committee Chairs please remember to send a copy of your committee meeting minutes to Laura Kruger 
(lkruger@dh.org) for electronic filing. 

 

Thanks! 

Join the Village Improvement Association on Sept 13, 2017 
Lite Fare at 6:30PM | Curtain at 7:30PM 

Refreshments, raffles, prizes! 

$30 per person advance tickets | $35 (subject to availability) at the door 

Proceeds benefit the James-Lorah Memorial Home 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 

For tickets/info, visit VIA-Doylestown.org (additional fees apply) or 
 contact Mary Jane Mims 215-348-7921|mjmims@verizon.net 

Include name(s), address, phone and email. Make checks payable to 
James-Lorah Memorial Home and mail to VIA of Doylestown - Attn: Mary Jane 

Mims, 595 West State Street, Doylestown, PA 18901 
Tickets will not be mailed. Advance reservations accepted through Sept 1 

 

tel:(215)%20723-5990
tel:(215)%20491-3629
mailto:lkruger@dh.org
mailto:mjmims@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 Meeting/Event June July Meets 
 

 Independence Day      4    Holiday 

Women In Business Leadership   1 6-9p Spring Mill       

Finance  5 8:30a CR G/H  10 8:30a CR G/H  1st Mon 

Marketing  5 10:30a CR C  10 10:30a CR C  1st Mon 

Fundraising  6 10a DCC* 
 

 18 11a Panera 
 

 1st Tue 

VIA Membership Meeting  6 12p DCC* 
 

     1st Tue 

Newsletter Articles Due  7    5    1st Wed 

Strategic Planning  7 9-11a VIA Office  12 9-11a VIA Office  1st Wed 

Designer House Luncheon  8 11:30a CR J      2nd Tue 

Welfare  14 9-11a VIA Office      2nd Wed 

Designer House  15 9-11a CR J       

Bylaws and Policies  19 8:30a CR G/H      3rd Mon 

JLMH Committee          3rd Tue 

Interim Governance 
Committee 

 21 9-11a VIA Office  19 9-11a VIA Office  3rd Wed 

Annual Foundation & Hospital 
Board 

 22 7a CR J       

Hospital Board       20 8:00a CR K  Last Thu 

VIA Board  27 8:30a CR K  25 8:30a CR K  Last Tue 

 
 * CR =Doylestown Hospital Conference Room, JLMA=James-Lorah Auditorium, HWC=Health & Wellness Center 
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