
Cliff Lebowitz

Following a lively discussion
with representatives of the four vol-
unteer fire companies, invited to
their Dec. 16 public meeting,
Tinicum Township supervisors
approved a revised method for dis-
tributing fire taxes collected from
residents. 

The $117,000 collected during
2014 from the township’s 1.5-mill
fire tax will be distributed not only
according to each company’s pri-
mary coverage area (district), as
was done last year, but within a for-
mula that also includes the number
of addresses with structures in
those districts, and the number of
calls each company responded to.

As a result of the discussion,
attended by a dozen company
members, “fire police” calls were
added to the proposed list of call
types that already included emer-
gencies, fires, and “quick response
dispatches as first responders.” Vol-
unteers working as fire police are
called on to help manage traffic
during accidents, as well as fires.

Also as a consequence of the dia-
logue, supervisors pledged to con-
tinue to work at the matter going
forward. Among limitations under
the new formula, volunteers noted
their work routinely exceeded their
district boundaries with neighbor-
ing townships, suggesting a more
regional approach, and that call
numbers could vary considerably
from year to year, suggesting
longer term averages. They also
noted higher millage rates for fire

taxes in neighboring communities,
while pointing out that no one
wants a tax increase.

Supervisors described their
struggle to find a balance as gov-
ernment representatives, such as
avoiding best protection based on
highest assessments. They
expressed gratitude for the input
they received during the meeting,
and announced that checks would
be going out to each company by
the end of the year.

Primary coverage (district)
responsibilities are headquartered
through company firehouse sta-
tions in Ottsville, in the southwest-
ern portion of the township, bor-
dered by Nockamixon Township,
Bedminster, and Tohickon Creek;
at Point Pleasant, in the southeast,
bordered by Plumstead Township
and the Delaware River; in Upper
Black Eddy, in the northern corner,
bordered by Bridgeton Township
and the river; and under the name
Delaware Valley for the rest of the
township, including most of its
river boundary, through a firehouse
station in Erwinna and a fire substa-
tion in Pipersville. 

Tax revenue typically accounts
for less than 5 percent of each com-
pany’s operating costs, with the rest
coming primarily from donations,
and the balance deriving from
fundraising events such as break-
fasts, dinners and bingo. Volunteers
noted a need for assistance with the
latter. 

Contact and other information
about each fire company is avail-
able via tinicumbucks.org.
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A Holiday Tradition Since 1964

AMERICAN REPERTORY BALLET’S

www.arballet.org/nutcracker

November 26 -
December 21, 2014 
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*Annual Percentage Rate. Loans from $12,500 to $800,000 depending on term.  
Payment of $7.33 per $1,000 borrowed at a term of 15 years (180 months) at 3.875% 
APR. Rate is based on the Primary Residence-Second Lien with automatic payment. Rate  
increases .125% without automatic payment. Rate assumes Loan to Value (LTV) of 80% 
or less. Please call to determine other LTV requirements, other rates and terms  
available. Rates subject to change without notice. Fire insurance required. Flood  
insurance is required in places where it is applicable. Title insurance and appraisal 
required on loans over $250,000. Subject to credit approval. May be tax   
deductible. See your tax advisor. 

 

for distinctive homes

Stop in for beautiful, unique 
last-minute gifts!

Donate $50  
to our chosen charity 
 – the Bucks County  

Housing Group –  
and take $200 off  

any Stressless  
chair and ottoman!
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Tinicum determines fire

protection boundaries Taxi Tales

Idaherma will read from her
“Taxi Tales” at Manoff Garden
and Market on Comfort Road in
Solebury Township from 2 to 4
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20. The
“Taxi Tales” column appears in
the Princeton, N.J.-based New
Holland Press every issue and is
illustrated with paper cutouts by
Idaherma, who writes a story to
go with each illustration.  An
internationally recognized wood-
block artist, Idaherma started
creating her “Taxi Tales” during
trips to Manhattan, after inter-
esting conversations with the
drivers of each cab. The 2015
“Taxi Tales” Calendar will be
offered for sale during the event.

Members of the Village
Improvement Association of
Doylestown’s Veterans Commit-
tee provided decorations and
helped serve lunch for the Cen-
tral Bucks Family YMCA’s
annual veterans luncheon held
Nov. 7. 

This was the third year the
VIA partnered with the YMCA
and the Travis Manion Founda-
tion to organize the event. 

Participants had a buffet
luncheon with their families and
a presentation by Dan Fraley,
director of Bucks County Mili-
tary Services.

VIA Veterans Committee helps YMCA 

The VIA volunteers at the
luncheon included, Ginny
Beyer, left, Linda McIlhinney,
Edi Eisenbraun, Joan Logran-
do and Tara Bryant-Gray.


