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From The VIA President 
Cory H Schroeder 

Please look forward to an expansive update from Cory in the 
January newsletter.   

To all members of the Village Improvement Association of 
Doylestown.  Thanks for all your support and participation in this 
meaningful organization.  Enjoy the holiday time with friends 
and family and all the best for a happy and healthy new year! 
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JLMH, Fundraising and Floral Arts committee members 
participated in holiday decorating and other activities at the 
James Lorah Memorial House. Here are a few… (L-R), Deb 
Kniese, Sylvia Roman, Joan Foster, Andrea Tucker, Kim 
Calabrese, Kathy Koenig, Deb Thorne, Carolyn Kozakowski 
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VIA Treasurer’s Report 
Ruth Carlson 

 2016 2016 
For month ending Oct 30 Sep 30 

Current Assets $96,608 $78,352 

Long Term Assets  $278,826 $278,826 

Total Assets $375,433 $357,178 

   

Income YTD  $36,396 $15,847 

Expenses YTD $14,975 $11,379 

Change In Net Assets $18,860 $4,467 

 
 

Events and Activities 
 
 
 
General Membership Meeting  
January 3/1:00 pm/H&WC  

How Social Service Agencies & VIA Welfare 
Serve the Community 
The VIA Welfare Fund committee works with 
numerous community agencies throughout the 
year.  At this meeting, representatives from the 
Bucks County Housing Group, Food Pantry, FISH, 
Broken Wing Foundation, and the Bucks County 
Intermediate Unit will present what their 
agencies do.   

 

WEATHER CONDITIONS for meetings: 

In the event of winter weather conditions 
meetings will be cancelled when Central Bucks 
School District schools are closed. In the event 
schools remain open or are delayed, you will be 
notified via email and on the VIA Website 
about meeting cancellations. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Committee 
January 10 / 12:30 pm / Afternoon Tea 
Enjoy afternoon tea at the Talking Teacup (301 
W Butler Ave, Chalfont, PA 18914) including tea, 
lovely tea sandwiches, desserts, and lively 
conversation. What a lovely way to get to know 
your fellow VIA members even better!  

The all-inclusive tea is only $25.00pp! Space is 
limited. Sign up NOW!  Call Marilyn Jones at 215-
822-1109. 

January 18 / 6:30 pm / Dinner and Spirits 
Join us Wednesday evening at Caleb’s American 
Kitchen (5738 US-202, Lahaska, PA 18938). Enjoy 
a three course dinner with choice of an entrée 
and a presentation from the owner of Hewn 
Spirits about his distillery. Hewn will offer 
signature drinks but the restaurant is BYOB.  
Reservations are needed and the cost is 
estimated to be $35 plus tax and gratuity. 
Contact Caleb’s at 215-794-8588 to make 
reservations. 

VIA Officers 

VIA President   Cory H Schroeder 
1st VP Joyce Hanson 
2nd VP Mary Jane Mims 
Recording Secretary Marilyn Mele 
Corresponding Secretary Joy Levy 
Treasurer Ruth Carlson 
Assistant Treasurer  Beverly Harvey 
 

VIA of Doylestown 
595 West State Street, Doylestown, PA 18901 

215-345-2347 | VIA-Doylestown.org 

Free parking available in the Bucks 
County Parking Garage (Broad Street 
between Union & Doyle Streets). At 
11:30 am a shuttle is available at the 
Broad Street entrance.  

Disabled parking is available in the 
parking lot directly below the JLMA 
on Broad St between Union & Main 
Streets.  VIA cones will mark ten 
spaces reserved for disabled 
member usage.  Official Disabled 
placards must be displayed.  
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VIA Health System Report  
Joan Parlee, Chairman of the Boards 

Welcome to the countdown to this very special 
time of year.  Gatherings with our families, 
friends and especially our dear VIA and Hospital 
associates are heartwarming and faith renewing. 

 

The Hospital Board meeting on November 17th 
began with a Directors Education on the 
Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) 
which is completed every three years and is 
designed to identify the health needs of our 
community.  The top 6 causes of death here in 
Central Bucks are breast cancer, colorectal 
cancer, heart disease, stroke, diabetes and 
motor vehicle accidents.  Plans to be initiated or 
continued include additional support for cancer 
and heart disease prevention and education 
programs.  Doylestown Health works closely 
with the CB Cares Educational Foundation and 
the Lenape Valley Foundation to address the 
issues of behavioral health and opioid addiction.  
Doylestown Healthcare Partnership (DHP) has 
created a subcommittee to address behavioral 
health concerns which primary care physicians 
see in 1 out of every 2 patients.  A “curbside 
consultation” service, whereby primary care 
doctors can call a number for help and consult 
with a psychiatrist, has been set up.  Doylestown 
Hospital also collects large quantities of unused 
drugs in our take-back program.  Addiction 
counselors have been added to emergency 
rooms and schools to work with those folks to 
whom NARCAN® has been administered.  This 
next step is critical! 

 

Doylestown earned an A rating from Leapfrog, 
scoring in the top 10 percent of all reporting 
institutions in the country.  Our addition of an 
Intensivist Program helped to achieve this rating.  
Doylestown Hospital is in the “Top 100 Hospitals 
with Great Orthopedic Programs” and received a 
4 star rating from CMS, which puts us in the top 
24 percent of hospitals in the country.  These 
awards should make everyone so proud and 

grateful to have such superior medical care 
available to us! 

 

The financials show Doylestown Hospital with an 
operating loss, but an improvement over the 
prior year.  For the System there is an excess of 
expenses over revenue of $1.57 M.  Compared 
to last year’s result of $2.16 M, this is a favorable 
variance of $582 K. 

 

Jim Brexler has just finished a series of Town Hall 
meetings for associates throughout the System.  
Over eight hundred associates attended just in 
the Hospital, but Jim also visited Pine Run, the 
Health and Wellness Center, Visiting Nurses and 
Homecare.  Question and answer sessions were 
held at each meeting and Jim thanked everyone 
for their hard work. 

 

The Board of our new Community Care 
Collaborative (CCC) with Holy Redeemer will 
meet for the first time on December 15th.  Work 
has started on the creation of this accountable 
care organization. 

I wish you all a joyous holiday season and a 
wonderful 2017. 
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Committee Updates 
 

1895 Society 
Jean Upton 

The end of the year is a great time to reflect on 

what matters most to each of us. Many people 

use this time to gift to charitable organizations 

that are meaningful to them. Please consider a 

gift to the VIA 1895 Society. Gifts can be 

specified for the VIA Unrestricted Endowment, 

as well as the James-Lorah Memorial  Home, 

Women’s Scholarship Welfare, and Community 

Response. Gifts may also be made in honor of 

or as a memorial for a living or deceased 

member of the VIA. Check can be made payable 

to the VIA - 1985 Society and returned to the 

VIA office, attention Jean Upton.  

 

 
 

2017 Designer House 
Barbara Ann Price 

We are very happy to report activities are 
progressing for the 2017 Bucks County Designer 
House & Gardens. We had two great Walk 
Through days on November 14 and 18. The 
weather was balmy both days and many 
Designers and Landscapers came to view the 
Property. I am very happy to report we now have 
several designers who want to decorate each of 
the 16 rooms.  We also have many landscapers 
who are excited to augment the gardens at this 
lovely property. We hope to have a total of ten 
landscapers this year for a total of 26 Designers 
for this property. The only room that still needs 
a designer is for the downstairs bathroom.  

 

  
 

This year the Designer House is located at 3690 
Burnt House Hill Road in Doylestown, Pa, 18902.  

We are in the process of planning for the Empty 
House Party scheduled for February 26 from 2 to 
5 PM.  Please remember to buy your tickets 
early, as attendance at this event will be limited 
to only 350 attendees.  Last year’s event was 
such a success that we sold out early and had to 
stop selling tickets online and at the door.  I am 
sure this year will be another resounding success 
thanks to Debbie Kniese and Kathy Koenig.  
Phyllis we hope you get better soon.  We miss 
your smiling face. 

We sincerely hope you will join us this year in the 
many activities that culminate in the May house 
tours.  Please contact Barbara Ann Price or Cleta 
Szoke if you would like to join this fun and very 
active committee. 

 
Fundraising 
 

 

As we enter this holiday season, please consider 
using AmazonSmile for your online purchases.  
It’s a simple and automatic way for you to 
support the VIA every time you shop, at no cost 
to you. You’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection and convenient shopping experience.  
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Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 
price to the VIA. Simply visit smile.amazon.com 
and be sure to select “Village Improvement 
Association of Doylestown PA”. 

Corporate Giving 
Whether making a gift of your own or soliciting a 
sponsorship from an individual, please 
remember that many companies offer Matching 
Gifts. That means that if Joan Smith works for 
Merck, Merck will match Joan’s gift for the same 
amount (or up to their limit). As a 501(C)3 non-
profit corporation, we are eligible to receive 
Matching Gifts. 

Please check with your employer to see if they 
participate. We can provide the necessary 
documentation to validate our status, and 
complete their requirements. For more 
information, contact Cory H. Schroeder 
(coryxa6254@gmail.com) or Jean Upton 
(upton1@verizon.net). 

 

Home Life 
Kathryn Lambert  

The Home Life committee would like to thank 
the entire membership for their generous 
contributions to our November 17 Bake Sale.  It 
was a great success and we thank you all for your 
wonderful baked goods and monetary 
contributions.  We contrinue on our journey of 
Christmas Spirit with gift giving, carol singing, 
and Santa visits.  This year we will also visit the 
Pediatric wing with our talented member Grace 
McGinness acting as Santa. Thank you all again 
for helping us bring joy and holiday cheer to 
many at Doylestown Health. 

 

James-Lorah Memorial Home 
Helen Hammes 

Property Status 
Minor repair work is being scheduled for safety 
reasons (e.g., sidewalks). A necessary interim 
upgrade to the security system will be made this 
month due to technical upgrades by the security 
company. A more comprehensive evaluation of 
future changes will be discussed with the 

company in January. These additional changes 
are related to safety and security of the house. 

Procedures for Researchers of VIA/JLMH 
Documents and Collection 
On November 29, the VIA Board approved the 
future link of the VIA website to that of the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. This will 
eventually enable researchers access to identify 
various archival documents under the topic of 
women’s groups in the 20th century. The VIA 
archives were designated rather comprehensive 
for its 120 years. 

December 5 – Busy Day 
December 5 was a very busy day at our “home”. 
Members of the Floral Arts, Fundraising and 
JLMH committees were busy preparing the 
auditorium for the festive December general 
membership meeting. If only the “magic” 
happened with the snap of fingers! Additionally, 
the 2017 Designer House Design Team was 
collecting and reviewing design boards in the 
dining room. Many thanks to Barb Darr for 
having the large tree set and ready, materials out 
of storage and warm rooms in which to work.  

Happy, healthy and safe holidays to all from your 
JLMH Committee! 

 

Marketing Committee 
Allyson Malack 

We are looking for inspirational stories VIA 
members have experienced throughout their 
service.  Please contact Allyson Malack at 
amalack@dh.org with all the wonderful 
moments you can recall over the years!  

 

Strategic Planning Task Group 
Joyce Hanson 

The SPTG is currently reviewing the Mission and 

Vision Statements of the VIA.  Over the years, the 

Mission statement has seen many iterations.  

This committee is working to consolidate, 

update and simplify our Mission statement and 

to define what the VIA’s vision is for the future 

of our organization.  Stay tuned! 

mailto:coryxa6254@gmail.com
mailto:upton1@verizon.net
mailto:amalack@dh.org
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Get Involved! 
VIA Chair Positions – Contact Cory Schroeder, coryxa6254@gmail.com or 215-297-8057: Fundraising 
Chair, Designer House Vice-Chair, and Typist. 

Typists Needed! Interested? Jan Cope – janbcope@verizon.net or 215-348-5423. 

Welcome New Members 
Barbara Cook – 215-345-8894 
Jo-Ann Herling – 215-343-2888 
Heloise Lobo-Gallagher – 215-957-6537 
Roanne Lukens – 215-816-3948 

In Memoria 
The VIA honors the memory of the following members and their contribution to the organization. 

Peggy Keim 
Ginny Vandegrift 
Gail Weber 
  

 

 

Committee Chairs please 
remember to send a copy of 

your committee meeting 
minutes to Laura Kruger 

(lkruger@dh.org) for 
electronic filing. 

Thanks! 

 

mailto:janbcope@verizon.net
mailto:lkruger@dh.org
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Doylestown Health Happenings 
 

12/14 4:30-5:30p Kids Holiday Workshop  
Weis Markets 
(Doylestown) 

12/21 Noon  

Doylestown Health 
Garage 

1/6 6:30a – 5p  
Doylestown Hospital 
(Conference Rm. J) 

Visit DoylestownHealth.org/classes-and-events for more information. 

 

 

 

Doylestown Health Recognition 
 

Doylestown Hospital was awarded the 2016 Top Hospital Award from The Leapfrog Group in a 

Washington, D.C. ceremony on Dec. 6. The award recognizes the hospital’s commitment to patient 

safety and quality. Doylestown Hospital was one of only 56 general acute hospitals in the nation to 

receive this award.  

 The Leapfrog Top Hospital Award is widely acknowledged as one of the most prestigious distinctions a 
hospital can receive. The selection of Top Hospitals is based on a survey of performance conducted by The 
Leapfrog Group. Approximately 1,800 hospitals participated in the survey. Clinical outcomes across all 
areas of hospital care are considered in determining recipients of the award, including the organization’s 
commitment to evidence-based best practices for care quality and patient safety. To see the full list of 
institutions honored as 2016 Top Hospitals, visit: leapfroggroup.org/tophospitals. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Meeting/Event December January Meets 

 

 VIA Membership Meeting  6 1p JLMA  3 1p H&WC * 
 

 1st Tue 

Newsletter Deadline  7    4    1st Wed 

Strategic Planning   7 9-11a VIA Office  6 9-12 CR I  1st Wed 

Women In Business  1 8:00a CBCC Office  5 8:00a CBCC Office  1st Thu 

VIA Finance Committee   5 8:30a CR G/H  9 8:30a CR G/H  1st Mon 

Marketing Committee  5 10:30am 

Conf. 

Rm C 

CR C       

Designer House Committee  13 9:30am 

 

JLMA  10 30am CR J  2nd Tue 

Welfare Committee  14 9a CR A  11 9a CR A  2nd Wed 

JLMH Committee  20 10a JLMA  17 10a CR A  3rd Tue 

Hospital Board   15 8:00a  CR K  26 8a CR K  Last Thu 

Bylaws and Policies  19 8:30a CR G/H  16 8:30a CR G/H  3rd Mon 

Chanukah Begins  24         

Christmas  25         

Foundation Board      30 9a CR K  Last Mon 

VIA Board Meeting  27 8:30a CR K  31 8:30a CR K  Last Tue 

Interim Governance Committee      4 12-2 

11a 
VIA Office  Last Wed 

New Year’s Eve  31    31     
 

  * Special Location   
  CR =Doylestown Hospital Conference Room, JLMA=James Lorah Auditorium, HWC=Health & Wellness Center 
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