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From The VIA President 
Cory H Schroeder 

elcome to summer! What a beautiful series of days 

– the kind that make living through the cold and 

dreariness of winter worthwhile. I hope this finds 

you well and enjoying this time with family and friends, pursuing 

the warm weather activities you enjoy most. 

It’s been a few weeks since our Annual Meeting and VIA life has 

been very busy! In addition to recognizing our new officers and 

thanking our departing officers at a wonderful luncheon 

organized by Marilyn Mele and Anne Sweeney, we celebrated 

the success of the 2016 Bucks County Designer House & Gardens 

with a wonderful luncheon provided by CEO Jim Brexler and the 

Hospital. Many thanks to Joy Levy, Barbara Ann Price and all the 

volunteers who worked countless hours to help make this year 

another spectacular year. We extend a special thanks to the 

Marketing and Development staff members who provided 

exceptional support. 

Congratulations to all those recognized as HOBY winners and 

scholarship recipients at our Annual Meeting. These are 

outstanding students with remarkable commitment to their 

community.  

Some of us attended a special celebration for the retirement of 

Carolyn Della-Rodolfa at Aldie Mansion. Sodexo, the hospital 

caterers, outdid themselves and guests enjoyed a video, as well 

as in-person testimonials, of Carolyn’s contributions during her 

eight years as Chairman of the Doylestown Health Boards. In 

addition to an earlier personal gift from the VIA, Carolyn will be 

remembered with a teen volunteer scholarship in her name from 

Doylestown Health.  

Hopefully you have had time to review our newly formatted Annual Report. Less ‘chatty’ and more 
business-like than in the past, it is a succinct recap of the accomplishments of our committees and the 
organization as a whole, and will be shared with our business sponsors and supporters. Our apologies to 
the committees whose recap was inadvertently missed. An updated version has been made available. 

Continued on Page 4. 
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VIA Treasurer’s Report 

Ruth Carlson 

For the month ending May 31, 2016 

Current assets:  $89,905.22 
Long term assets:  $271,197.34 
Total Assets:  $361,102.89 
 
Total YTD income:   $64,405.64 
Total YTD expenses:   $49,307.82 
Total change in assets:  $15,097.82 

VIA Community Impact  
Bucks Knocks Out Hunger The VIA had a 
presence at the recent United Way’s ‘Bucks 
Knocks Out Hunger’ event, packaging food for 
those in need. The two hour volunteer segment 
always goes by quickly, with a high-energy 
environment punctuated by music and fun. This 

is at least the third time we have participated. 
Thanks to the members and grandchildren who 
were part of this! 

Bucks County Housing Group  

"Thank you for your generous gift of $3,000 to 
Bucks County Housing Group in support of the 
BCHG Community Food Pantry at Doylestown! 

Your support is greatly appreciated!  Many 
thanks for being so concerned about your 
neighbors who are struggling." 

Tracy E. Mellor, Executive Director. 

Hannah-Pollack Scholarships and HOBY  

 

At the 2016 June Luncheon, three outstanding 
high school seniors were each awarded $2,000 
Hannah Pollock-Laura Haddock Scholarships: 
Joseph Callahan III, Madelyn Myrtetus & Casey 
Zhang. Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership grant 
winners also attended: Layla Kasymov, CB West; 
Vijay Balaji, CB East. Also, Amanda Keagy 
received the VIA Ruth Boland Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship. 

Letters to the VIA 
A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU 

Now that June 30th 
has passed and all 
the emotion of 
leaving a job I loved 
so much is more-or-
less behind me, I 
want to thank a very 
important group of 
women personally. 

I would never have 
been Chairman of  

Continued on Page 4. 
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VIA Health System Report 

June 2016

’m so honored and excited to be taking over 
as Chairman of the Boards. I thank Carolyn 
Della-Rodolfa for setting such a great 

example with her leadership over the past eight 
years and for all her help during this transition 
period.   The boards of directors had a special 
meeting in June to honor her dedication and she 
was presented with a proclamation creating a 
teen scholarship in her name. 

We welcomed three new board members to the 
Foundation Board for this coming year.  Susan 
Pajer, Oppenheimer & Co, will be serving as a VIA 
member. Annette Szygiel, Univest Trust & Co, 
and Chris Nardo, Monument Bank, will both 
serve as community members. I look forward to 
the knowledge they will bring to our Foundation 
Board. These positions 
became available as 
Nicole Boytin, Pat 
Counihan and Phil Paino 
move from the 
Foundation to Hospital Board. We also say 
goodbye to Admiral Steve Chadwick as he 
relocates to Texas, and Dr. Mooradd as he 
finishes his term on the Doylestown Health 
Physicians Board. Steve Hirt also leaves the 
Doylestown Health Physicians Board and will 
lend his expertise to the Pine Run Advisory 
Board. Brian McLeod will also transition, but 
from the Hospital board onto the Physicians 
Board. 

Although financial results for the Hospital show 
as unfavorable to the budget, we must 
remember that budget estimates are difficult to 
make in the current changing market conditions. 
Actually, our net patient revenue is ahead of 
budget and 5.2 percent over prior year. Also 
investments for the Hospital and Foundation are 
up. 

During the business portion of the board 
meeting, the beginning steps were made for a lot 

of exciting projects within the Doylestown 
Health System. Funding was discussed and has 
since been approved by the VIA Board for a 
major capital investment plan. Projects include 
renovation and expansion of The Reif Heart 
Institute, renovation of the surgical suite at the 
hospital and a much needed new community 
center at Pine Run. These projects will help 
provide the growth in physical space, technology 
and programs necessary to stay at the cutting 
edge of medicine and successfully retain and 
recruit gifted physicians.  

Doylestown Hospital received a 4 out of 5 star 
rating from Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services which is in the top 25th percentile of the 
country. They are to be congratulated for this 

rating. 

The 25th Annual 
Doylestown Health 
Foundation Golf Outing 

was held earlier in June and was a great success, 
raising over $70,000 for Doylestown Hospital! 
Congratulations and thanks to the Development 
team and Golf Committee who oversaw this 
event. 

Carolyn had reported in March that CIO, Rick 
Lang and his IT department were researching a 
new electronic medical record (EMR) to replace 
the current system, NextGen. After extensive 
research, demonstrations and site visits, 
eClinical Works or eCW, has been chosen and 
contracts are being signed. This system will help 
care coordination between patients and primary 
care physicians. In addition, it will communicate 
with the hospital EMR so that information can be 
shared between physician offices and the 
hospital. 

Summer is proving to be a busy time for 
Doylestown Health! 

Joan Parlee  

I 
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From the VIA President Continued 
You may have heard about exciting things 
happening for the future of Doylestown Health. 
While somewhat scary to be taking such big 
steps for expansion, these efforts are very much 
needed to keep us in the exceptional position we 
are currently. Please pay careful attention to 
Joan Parlee’s notes as she gives you an update of 
the thrilling actions planned. 

Committee Chairs, please take note of the work 
needed in preparation for our October meeting. 
Jan Cope has outlined what is needed to prepare 
for the EXPO event. Better to start now than to 
wait until the Fall! Because of the nature of the 
October meeting, the Board has decided not to 
host a September new member coffee. We will 
have a special invitation and plans for new 
members for October. 

Before closing, I would like to thank Linda 
McIlhinney for her friendship and service as VIA 
President. Given her personal situation this 
spring, she was not able to finish out her tenure 
as President as she, and we, would have 
expected. Our prayers are with her and her 
husband Denny for their continued improved 
health. And thank you, Linda, for all you have 
given the VIA. 

I would also like to thank Denise Sanders for her 
service as our Administrative Assistant. She has 
a new grandson that she will be caring for several 
days a week, and continuing to support Barb 
Hebel. The hospital is helping us find a 9AM to 
3PM Admin Assistant. We will also be asking the 
membership to redefine the expectations of this 
staff person. More on that later. 

I wish you all a wonderful summer! We will be 
working diligently behind the scenes in 
anticipation of an exciting fall. See you in 
October, if not before! 

Vice President, Health Services 
Continued from Page 2… the Boards without the 
support of these VIA Presidents: starting with 
Donna Walker’s original appointment, and 
followed by Kathy Lambert, Marianne Chabot 
and Linda McIlhinney all of whom reappointed 

me as VP of Health Services. I cannot thank you 
enough for the faith and trust you placed in me. 

I also want to thank past Chairs and past 
Presidents Judy Melson and Pat Berry for their 
support and encouragement with always a 
discerning ear ready to advise. 

From Designer House Chair, to President, to 
Board Chair, I have grown and learned and felt a 
part of the larger community of VIA, Doylestown 
Health, and Doylestown, Bucks County. I 
encourage VIA members to be more than you 
thought you could be.  Be willing to take that 
next step when asked to accept a leadership role. 
You cannot imagine how gratifying it can be. We 
have a legacy to protect and enhance so we can 
look forward to another 120 years. 

Best wishes and good luck for a wonderful 
future! 

Carolyn Della-Rodolfa 

 

Events and Activities 

General Membership Meeting 
October 4 – JLMA 

Program 

12:15p New Member Welcome 
12:30p Then, Now & Forever Documentary 
1:00pm VIA Expo - Let’s Get Acquainted 
 
VIA Expo 
Jan Cope 

Committee Chairs: PLEASE PICK UP A VIA EXPO 
DISPLAY BOARD IN THE VIA OFFICE! OCTOBER IS 
JUST AROUND THE CORNER (sort of).  

The blank boards are in the VIA office, labeled by 
committee. Please take your board and the 
handouts that help give hints for ways you can 
set up your display, and you can ask Jan Cope for 
help if you're stumped. There is also a committee 
organization chart: please sign to let us know 
that you have your board. Thank you! 
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Social Committee  

November 6, 2016 | 3:00pm  
McCarter Theatre | Princeton, NJ 
CAREFREE: DANCIN’ WITH FRED & GINGER - An 

all-new tribute - live on stage - to American 

cinema’s most iconic dance duo.  Tickets are 

$46.80 pp. To sign up or for information, contact 

Mary Bachman - bachmantours@verizon.net or 

215-343-0547. 

Committee Updates 

1895 Society 
Jean Upton 

June marks the changeover in the leadership 
positions at the VIA and the Hospital 
Chairmanship. A great way to show your 
appreciation to outgoing or incoming officers 
and/or board members is with a Tribute Gift to 
the 1985 Society.  Show these women how much 
you appreciate their effort and dedication with a 
donation in their honor to the VIA or one of our 
philanthropic subcommittees. Those honored 
will be informed of your tribute and donations in 
excess of $100 will also be included in your 1895 
Society donation totals for future recognition. 
Contributions can also be made to memorialize 
VIA members who passed away this past 
program year. 

Checks payable to the Village Improvement 
Association of Doylestown and mailed to VIA-
1895 Society, 595 W. State Street, Doylestown, 
PA 18901.   

 

 

2016 Designer House 
Joy Levy 

It’s hard to imagine that the 2016 Bucks County 

Designer House & Gardens has closed its doors 

and we are beginning to start the process for 

next year’s house.  As always, it’s not just the 

“stories” that will live on in our memories, it’s 

the friendships developed that will have the 

longest lasting impact.  I want to extend my 

sincerest thanks to the 2016 Designer House 

Committee, all the VIA members who 

volunteered and those who toured the house 

and attended our events.  It is only with your 

help, energy, enthusiasm and imagination that 

these events are even possible no less 

successful.  I am very pleased to say that, despite 

some disappointing weather the first two weeks, 

that attendance was strong and our ability to 

provide significant funding for the Reif Heart 

Institute and VIA programs will be possible.  

“Keeping it Simple” was one of the goals for the 

year and there was little financial impact by not 

having a Fashion Show or other paid events.  

Given the challenges faced with this year’s 

house, getting to Opening Day was a success in-

and-of-itself.  For those not close to events as 

they occurred, sheetrock was still being installed 

the week before we opened and most plumbing 

was not functional afterwards.  Frankly, neither 

was the HVAC systems – before or after opening 

day.  It takes a special group of individuals to 

work on the Designer House committee.  It was 

my privilege to do so again this past year and I 

look forward to supporting Barbara Ann on next 

year’s committee.  After consultation with the 

Finance Committee, I will be presenting a 

proposal for distribution of funds at the 

September committee meeting.   

2017 Designer House 
Barbara Ann Price 

As you enjoy your summer with family and 
friends, think of what you might like to do once 
fall comes around. We are actively seeking 
committee members for many Designer House 
Committees. This is your chance to join a new 
committee, or chair a  committee.  Please 
contact Barbara Ann Price at 215 820 3987 if you 

mailto:bachmantours@verizon.net
tel:215-343-0547
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are interested in joining one of our many 2017 
Designer House Committees. 

One on the most challenging aspects of every 
Designer House is finding a house.  If you know 
any house you think might make a great Designer 
House please call 215 820 3987 or email Barbara 
Ann Price at bpdoylestown@gmail.com with any 
potential house information.  Your input will be 
greatly appreciated. 

I wish you a restful and enjoyable summer and 
look forward to working with this fall. 

Membership 
LaFaun Reed  

Membership Dues for the 2016-2017 year are 
due now.  Please be sure to pay your dues by July 
31 to be included in the membership book which 
goes to press on August 1.  Additional donations 
are also welcome! 

Veteran’s Committee 
Jan Cope 

 

WEATHER CONDITIONS for meetings: 

In the event of winter weather conditions 

meetings will be cancelled when Central Bucks 

School District schools are closed. In the event 

schools remain open or are delayed, you will be 

notified via email and on the VIA Website 

about meeting cancellations.  

mailto:bpdoylestown@gmail.com
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Get Involved! 

VIA Chair Positions - Contact Cory H. Schroeder, 

coryxa6254@gmail.com or 215-297-8057 

Marketing Chair: Prefer general marketing 
knowledge, with a willingness to organize 
efforts to benefit VIA membership growth, 
promote special events and maintain 
communications with the community.  

Fundraising Chair: Willing to support the 
organization of activities to benefit the VIA, 
such as but not limited to: poinsettia sale, 
Christmas cookie/bake sale, 50/50, and more. 

Designer House Vice Chair: Assist the Designer 
House Chair. Responsibilities mutually 
established in a job where you will work hard 
but have a ton of fun!  

Community Representatives:  Attend Discover 
Doylestown (formerly the DBCA) and Women 
in Business/Chamber meetings to maintain 
community connections between them and 
the VIA. Meetings are once per month.  

Website maintenance: To update the website, 
maintain the calendar and other general 
website activity. Training available.  

Typist: General typing to assist 
committees/chairs without typing ability. As 
needed.  

Volunteer Opportunities: 

Typists needed! Each year, we gather 
handwritten raffle entries and other contact 
information from our Bucks County Designer 
House guests. We need typists to help 
transcribe that information. If you have 
wanted to help but didn't have time for a 
major commitment, please consider signing up 
to help type. We'll give you the Excel format 
and all you need to do is type in the name, 
address, etc. from the handwritten forms. 
Interested? Jan Cope - janbcope@verizon.net 
or 215-348-5423. 

Doylestown Health Happenings 

8/17 
9/21 

8 am  
8 am  

Doylestown Health 
Garage 

10/20 6-9p Cardiac CookOff 
The Event Center by 

Cornerstone 

8/7  
Central Bucks Family YMCA Kids Triathlon sponsored by 
Doylestown Health  

8/27  

Penn Suburban Chamber of Commerce Health Expo/Lansdale 
Founders’ Day – visit Doylestown Health’s family-friendly booth 
for wellness information and healthy, fun activities for the family.  

9/11  

Thompson Bucks County Classic Bike Race: Cyclosportif at 8:30a; 
Children’s Races at 10:30a, followed by the Doylestown Health 
Pro Women’s Race at 11:45a and the Pro Men’s Race in the 
afternoon.   

 

mailto:janbcope@verizon.net
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11 8:30a VIA Finance Committee Conf. Room G 
20 9-11a Strategic Planning VIA 
21 8:00a Hospital Board Meeting Conf. Room K 
25 10:30a Social Committee Conf. Room G/H 
26 8:30a VIA Board Meeting Conf. Rm K 
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6  Newsletter Deadline  
10 9-11a Strategic Planning  VIA 
24 9-11a Strategic Planning  VIA 
25 8:00a Hospital Board Meeting Conf. Room K 
30 8:30a VIA Board Meeting Conf. Rm K 
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7  Newsletter Deadline  
7 9-11a Strategic Planning  VIA 

11 8:30a VIA Finance Committee  Conf. Room G 
13 9-12 Designer House Committee Meeting  Conf. Room K 
14 9:00a Welfare Com Conf. Room A 
20 10:00a JLMH Committee JLMA 
21 9-11a Strategic Planning  VIA 
21 8:30a Bylaws and Policies Conf. Room G/H 
22 8:00a Hospital Board Meeting Conf. Room K 
27 8:30a VIA Board Meeting Conf. Rm K 

 

 


