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From The VIA President 
Cory H Schroeder 

s I write this, I am watching the leaves fall from the 
trees, reflecting over the number of VIA members 
who have passed away recently and those who are 
ill and hopefully recuperating. Life is so fragile and 
short. Live it to the fullest every day, and take time 

to tell family and friends that they are so very important to 
you; that they are loved. 

Fall is also a very busy time. Your Board has been thanking the 
staff of Doylestown Health by serving them ice cream sundaes 
and saying ‘thank you’ 
in person! We have 
already visited the 
Hospital and will do 
most of Pine Run and 
Lakeview this week, 
with a few more shifts 
to come. We also will 
be thanking the 
health system staff at 
the Health & Wellness 
Center. I can’t tell you how gratifying it’s been to thank them and 
have the staff thank the VIA in return! What a wonderful time 
we have been having. Many thanks to the volunteers from the 
VIA, Greg Brown and Sodexo, the Pine Run and Lakeview dining 
associates, and Nicole Boytin, formerly of M & T Bank (and now 
Penn Community Bank) and the 504 Company (the largest small 
business loan company in the US) for their personal and/or 
financial support. These events would not be possible without 
their participation. 

Your officers and VIA members of Foundation and Hospital 
Boards have had multiple meetings to discuss a major bond issue 
for the health system, and I am happy to say the issues have 
been passed. This funding will help expand much needed 

services over the next several years. I’m sure Joan Parlee, Chair of these Boards, will give you more details. 
There will be a lot of construction, not without some inconvenience, during this time. Please bear with it 
without negatives…think of the end results! 
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VIA Treasurer’s Report 
Ruth Carlson 

 2016 2016 
For month ending Aug 30 Jun 30 

Current Assets $92,261 $88,683 

Long Term Assets  $277,324 $277,324 

Total Assets $369,585 $369,007 

   

Income YTD  $14,207 $12,177 

Expenses YTD $135 $135 

Change In Net Assets $14,072 $12,041 

VIA Community Impact  
Sensory Trail opens in Central Park – for more 
information -read about Community Response. 

From the VIA President Continued 
… Thanks to the Program Committee, and 
especially Jan Cope, who provided us with an 
EXPO of our committees; a great way to see what 
all our committees do. These boards will also be 
used at a variety of other events and will be kept 
in the JLMH. 

The fall also brings the Cardiac Cook-Off on Oct 
20th, Conservation Card & Games party on Oct 
21st, Petite Luncheon on Nov 1st (reservations 
required), the Circle of Life Auction on Nov 11th, 
and something new for us…an evening meeting 
of the VIA on Oct 26th at Aldie Mansion. All 
members are invited. Our purpose is to reach 
potential new members that may have be in the 
work force or are stay-at-home moms. Special 

thanks are extended to Carolyn Sadowski who 
has worked diligently (for four years!) to obtain 
more parking for the VIA member meetings. The 
handicapped parking places closest to Union St. 
in the public lot will be marked off with cones for 
our meetings. You must display the special 
handicapped placard to park there. We also have 
back our two parking places out front, 
designated for the President and/or the 
presenter for the day. 

Our documentary, ‘Then, Now and Forever’ has 
been accepted as a finalist in the Bucks Fever 
Film Fest. Awards will be presented at the 
County Theater on Oct 16th! Prior to the awards, 
a free panel discussion will be held in the James-
Lorah Auditorium, beginning at 4PM. Fingers 
crossed, please! 

My best to you all for a happy and healthy 
month. 

Letters to the VIA 

VIA Officers 

VIA President   Cory H Schroeder 
1st VP Joyce Hanson 
2nd VP Mary Jane Mims 
Recording Secretary Marilyn Mele 
Corresponding Secretary Joy Levy 
Treasurer Ruth Carlson 
Assistant Treasurer  Beverly Harvey 
 

VIA of Doylestown 
595 West State Street, Doylestown, PA 18901 

215-345-2347 | VIA-Doylestown.org 

You recently awarded me with a scholarship 
to help cover tuition and books for my nursing 
education.  I cannot tell you how much this 
means to me. I did not realize, Financial Aid 
did not cover my books. I had nowhere else to 
turn, and was so anxious about figuring out 
how to purchase books for the upcoming 
semester. God blesses us with miracles of 
appreciation at the times we need it most.  
I can’t tell you how much this scholarship 
means to me and my children. I am building a 
future for my children. Through everything I 
have been through, I have learned to 
appreciate and have respect for anyone who 
helps someone in need. This has also 
influenced why I want to be a nurse.  Through 
my life experiences, which have been 
challenging, I have learned to be someone 
who gives back to society and my community.  
I thank you from the bottom of my heart, 
 

With love, 

Lois 
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VIA Health System Report  
July 2016 

Joan Parlee, Chairman of the Boards

Welcome to fall with its beautiful blue skies, 
crisp temperatures and cool breezes.  It is 
delightful! 

The Hospital Boards’ Directors’ Education this 
month was presented by Rick Duvall, Managing 
Director and Senior Consultant of Integrated 
Healthcare Strategies.  As a follow-up to 
questions asked on our board self-evaluation 
surveys, Rick explained how executives at 
Doylestown Health are compensated, the laws 
that apply, the Doylestown Health compensation 
philosophy and the current positioning of 
salaries. 

In the Clinical Quality Report, it was noted that 
Doylestown Hospital has 
improved to an 80% rate 
in administering t-PA to 
stroke patients within 60 
minutes of arrival at the 
hospital.  We have had a very strong antibiotic 
stewardship program since 2014, resulting in the 
decline of C-difficile and other infections, and 
lower antibiotic use where appropriate. 

Patient Safety is a primary concern and the 
results of our efforts show up in every corner of 
Doylestown Health.  Falls are a concern at Pine 
Run and a group has been formed to work on this 
issue.  Occupancy there is strong at 92%.  In the 
Doylestown community, the problem of 
addiction to prescription painkillers is a major 
concern and many groups such as the medical 
community, CB Cares, and local government are 
all working to address this problem.  Mr. Brexler 
facilitated a Chamber of Commerce forum at the 
Health and Wellness Center with a focus on non-
prescription alternatives to pain management. 

Financials this month revolved around the Audit 
and the Bond Issuance.  Grant Thornton made no 
adjustments to our financial statements, no 
issues were found related to internal controls 
and no management letter was necessary.  Only 
praise was voiced for our whole financial team!  
Cash collections are improved over last year and 
inpatient volumes for July and August were 
above last year. 

Recently we successfully completed the pricing 
for the new 2016 Bond Issue.  Timing was ideal 
because we are in a period of strategic 
momentum for Doylestown Health and 
favorable market conditions. The Bond Issue will 

bring new dollars for key 
projects as well as 
refinance a component of 
existing debt.  New 
projects identified for 
both the Hospital and Pine 

Run will be financed by the bond money, a 
capital fundraising campaign and operational 
earnings.  The largest amount will go to renovate 
and expand the Richard A. Reif Heart Institute, 
which just received recognition by Becker’s 
Hospital Review as one of the top 100 cardiac 
programs in the country.  Also included in the 
plans is a major renovation of the entire surgical 
suite and replacement of the community center 
(Hub) at Pine Run. 

The VIA has received many thank-yous from the 
Associates, who thoroughly enjoyed our ice 
cream social.  It was a wonderful way for the VIA 
to express our appreciation to all who work so 
hard throughout Doylestown Hospital, Pine Run 
and the Health and Wellness Center each day.  
Delicious!
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Events and Activities 
 
 
General Membership 
Meeting, Petite Luncheon & Presentation -  
Pine Run and Pine Run Lakeview: Past, 
Present and Future 
November 1/ 11:30 am /JLMA 
Presenter: Barbara Chierici, Sr. Marketing 
Director.  Learn about the Pine Run Community 
which is owned and operated by Doylestown 
Health since 1992.  Barbara Chierici, Sr. 
Marketing Director, will share some of its 
history, let us know what’s happening now, and 
share how they are preparing for the future.  
Make your reservations now for the Petite 
Luncheon. Cost is $27 pp, payable to the VIA. 
 

Sensory Trail Opening 
October 13 /4 pm / Central Park 
Join us for the Sensory Trail ribbon cutting – see 
Community Response for additional 
information. 
 

Conservation Card Party 
October 21 | 12 noon | JLMA 
Bring your favorite card or board game and join 
us for a light lunch and a fun time.  Tickets are 
$10pp Contact Ann Rainey for more information 
215-297-5759. 
 

Book Club 
October 24 /10:30 am / Forest Ridge Club House 

The VIA book club will discuss Z: A Novel of Zelda 
Fitzgerald by Therese Anne Fowler on Oct. 24 
2016 at 300 Beech Blvd, Warrington, PA 18976). 
Contact Anne Sweeney 215 343 1616 for more 
information. 

Network and learn about the VIA’s history 
October 26 / 6:30 - 8:30 pm / Aldie Mansion 

This special event is to attract new VIA members 
– women devoted to their community and 
enriching the lives of others. We invite current 
VIA members to attend and speak with potential 
members about the numerous activities we do 
and all the ways they can be involved.  

Aldie Mansion 85 Old Dublin Pike, Doylestown 

6:30: Networking/ social time 

7:00: Screening of “Then, Now and Forever” 
a documentary about the history of the VIA  

7:30: Information session following the 
screening of documentary.  

Space is limited — RSVP by October 21 to Laura 
Kruger at 215-345-2347 or lkruger@dh.org.  

WEATHER CONDITIONS for meetings: 

In the event of winter weather conditions 
meetings will be cancelled when Central Bucks 
School District schools are closed. In the event 
schools remain open or are delayed, you will be 
notified via email and on the VIA Website 
about meeting cancellations. 

Committee Updates 
1895 Society 
Jean Upton 

Consider supporting maintenance of the James-
Lorah Memorial Home or the good works of the 
Welfare, Women’s Scholarship and Community 
Response committees with a donation through 
the 1895 society. Gifts may be given in honor or 
tribute to any person. For additional 
information, contact Jean Upton or make checks 
payable to the Village Improvement Association 
of Doylestown and mail to the VIA-1895 Society, 
595 W. State Street, Doylestown, PA 18901. 
Please note: Marge Martin’s daughter, Tammy 
Thompson, has requested that memorial gifts in 

Free parking available in the Bucks 
County Parking Garage (Broad Street 
between Union & Doyle Streets). At 
11:30 am a shuttle is available at the 
Broad Street entrance.  

Disabled parking is available in the 
parking lot directly below the JLMA 
on Broad St between Union & Main 
Streets.  VIA cones will mark ten 
spaces reserved for disabled 
member usage.  Official Disabled 
placards must be displayed.  
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Marge's name be directed to benefit the Welfare 
Fund. 

 

2016 Designer House 
Joy Levy 

This fundraising event generated over $295,000 
to support the mission of the VIA.  This sum 
brings the total raised by Designer House 
committees to over $4.1 million since 1971. 
$205,000 was donated to support construction 
of pre-and-post cardiac catheterization 
treatment areas in the Heart Institute at 
Doylestown Health.  $49,000 was given to the 
James-Lorah Memorial House to support much 
needed repair and restoration work that has 
been on hold for some time given financial 
constraints.  In addition, $25,000 was given to 
the Welfare Committee, $8,900 to Women’s 
Scholarship and $7,000 to the VIA for Teen 
Scholarships. 

 
L to R: Cory H. Schroeder (VIA President), James Brexler  
(CEO, Doylestown Health), Joy Levy (2016 Bucks County 
Designer House & Gardens Chair) 

2017 Designer House 
Barbara Ann Price 

We continue our search for the 2017 Bucks 
County Designer House.  If you know of any 
property that you think might serve as a 
Designer House, please contact Barbara Ann 
Price at bpdoylestown@gmail.com.  We are also 
looking for members to serve on the Designer 
House Committee. If you are interested please 
come to the Designer House Committee meeting 
on Tuesday October 11 starting at 10 am at the 
James Lorah Memorial Home or contact Barbara 
Ann Price. 

We are very pleased to announce that Honorary 
Chairs for the 2017 Designer House are Joan 
Parlee and Dr. Donald Parlee. 

Important Dates for the 2017 Designer House: 

Empty House Party: Sun, Feb. 26, 2 – 5 pm 

Preview Gala: Fri, Apr 28, 7 - 10pm; 
 VIP reception 6 – 7 pm;  
 VIP tours start at 5:30 pm 

Designer House Tours: Sun, Apr 30 – Sun, May 
28 (4 weeks) 

Community Response 
With support from VIA Community Response 
Committee funding a Sensory Trail will open in 
Doylestown’s Central Park providing “a peaceful 
environment where families and their children 
can enjoy nature and interact with the nine 
sensory stations, or “pods,” found along the 
trail.” Located in the Hearts Woods children can 
move beyond four walls and taking an active role 
in nature.  

A ribbon cutting for the new trail will be held 
Thursday, Oct. 13 at 4 p.m. The trail is located 
along the park's woodlands, easily accessible 
from the New Britain Road entrance.  

James-Lorah Memorial Home 
Helen Hammes 

In the September issue, the approach to staging 
the house renovations was explained.  Due to 
funding issues, projects were categorized and 
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prioritized as Safety-related, Curtail further 
damage, and Aesthetics to promote use. All 
safety-related projects have top priority. During 
the summer, all project work was stopped, due 
to lack of funding, when expenses were 
projected through December 2016. Therefore, at 
the September meetings of the VIA Finance 
Committee and Designer House Committees, the 
JLMH Treasurers (Beverly Harvey and Beverly 
Coller-Campbell) and I presented our case for 
continued funding from the proceeds of the 
Designer House as has been customary for the 
last 10 plus years. We were very pleased that the 
JLMH allocation was increased for this year.  

As a result of these additional funds, Safety-
related projects which include upgrades to the 
security system, smoke detectors and electrical 
work for new lighting around the property will 
proceed. Under the “Curtail further damage” 
category, the scaffolding will go up and painting 
in the back of the house will resume. While the 
scaffolding is in place, a new gutter and snow 
guards on the roof to inhibit ice dam damage will 
be installed.  

My apologies to several of our loyal members 
who were not listed under our committee in the 
2016-17 Directory. They are: Virginia Freedgood, 
Martha Lummus (Honorary Member), Ann Marie 
McEvoy, Andrea Tucker, Phyllis Morris, Cory 
Schroeder, Jennifer Wagner and Patricia 
Yaroschuk. They have been faithful members 
and I wish to acknowledge their contributions!  
We also thank Jeanne Hurford for volunteering 
to be the new Secretary.  

At the September meeting, the process for 
researching the JLMH/VIA archives was 
confirmed. A member of the Property 
Committee or Barbara Darr will be present and 
the use of white gloves will be required to 
protect the documents. No items can be 
removed. 

Please remind families, friends and associates 
that the auditorium is available for rental. They 
can contact Barbara Darr for rental information 
at 215 348-2187. 

Finally, thank you for visiting our EXPO table 
during the October general membership 
meeting. We hope you enjoyed it! 

 

Veteran’s Committee 
Support our veterans with a donation – look for 

an insert in this newsletter. 

 

Welfare Committee 
Marianne Chabot 

The Welfare Fund committee is sad to report 
that Marge Martin, who chaired the committee 
for fifteen years, passed away recently while in 
hospice care at home.    Marge’s daughter 
Tammy Thompson has requested that memorial 
gifts in Marge's name be directed to benefit the 
Welfare Fund. 

Our September 14 meeting was planned as a 
tribute to Marge.  A beautiful crystal vase etched 
with her years of service and the words "With 
affection and appreciation” was ready for 
presentation, along with a total donation to 
Welfare of $2,525.00 from members of the 
committee.      Marge was too ill to be with us 
that day, but she was thrilled to receive our gifts 
when Terrie Mooradd visited the next day. 

Marge was a compassionate and giving leader 
who fought through her illness to carry on the 
committee's work of serving those in need. 

The Welfare Fund committee is very thankful for 
the 2016 Designer House contribution of 
$25,000 which will be used to help many in our 
community. 
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Get Involved! 
 

 

 

VIA Chair Positions – Contact Cory Schroeder, 
coryxa6254@gmail.com or 215-297-8057: 
Fundraising Chair, Designer House Vice Chair, 
Website Maintenance, Typist. 

Typists Needed! Interested? Jan Cope – 
janbcope@verizon.net or 215-348-5423. 

Member Directory Updates 
Additions/Corrections 
Sandy Homel  
Gerry McGarity (215) 348-8271 
Joanne Murray (215) 230-7500 
Chrysa Smith   (267) 250-6626 
Kimberly Weinhold (215) 933-8649 
Eleanor Wilson (215) 340-7679 
Jean Leister  (215) 340-7186 

 
 
New or Corrected Phone Numbers: 
Maureen Chadwick (215) 262-6759 
Peggy Cronin (215) 340-7321 
Kathryn Lambert (215) 794-1280 
Susan Sirutis (267) 981-6187 
Andrea Tucker (312) 320-0225 

Support the VIA 
At times words are not enough and cards don’t 
capture your feelings.  Express your 
congratulations for an individual or loss of a 
loved one with a lasting donation to the VIA so 
we can continue to meet our mission. For more 
information contact Jean Upton or make checks 
payable to the Village Improvement Association 
of Doylestown and mailed to VIA-1895 Society, 
595 W. State Street, Doylestown, PA 18901. 

 
Doylestown Health Happenings 

10/19 
Noon 

 

Doylestown Health 
Garage 

10/17 7p 
Breast Cancer Protection: The Latest Mammography 
Guidelines & Risk Reduction Techniques - Coffee Talk Series H&WC, VIA Aud. 

10/20 6-9p 
  

DoylestownHealth.org/FHI or 215-345-2954 
The Event Center by 

Cornerstone 

11/11 6:30 – 10p 

DoylestownHealth.org/CircleOfLife or 
215-345-2141 Doylestown Country 

Club 

11/14 7p 
Don’t Ignore the Snore! Sleep Apnea Risks and Treatment - 
Coffee Talk Series H&WC, VIA Aud. 

Visit DoylestownHealth.org/classes-and-events for more information. 

Don’t miss Pumpkinfest on Oct 22 sponsored by CBCares. For info visit cb-cares.org.

mailto:janbcope@verizon.net
tel:%28215%29%20348-8271
tel:%28215%29%20230-7500
tel:%28267%29%20250-6626
tel:%28215%29%20933-8649
tel:%28215%29%20340-7679
tel:%28215%29%20340-7186
tel:%28215%29%20262-6759
tel:%28215%29%20340-7321
tel:%28215%29%20794-1280
tel:%28267%29%20981-6187
tel:%28312%29%20320-0225


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  October November Meets 

 VIA Membership Meeting 

Newsletter Deadline 

Strategic Planning  

Women In Business 

VIA Finance Committee  

Designer House Committee 

Special Board Meeting 

Welfare Committee 

Sensory Trail Dedication 

Veteran’s Day 

Bylaws and Policies 

JLMH Committee 

Hospital Board  

Conservation Card Party 

Foundation Board 

VIA Board Meeting 

Fall Chairman’s Meeting 

Interim Governance Comm.  

An Evening of Networking and 
Getting to Know the VIA 

 

4 Noon JLMA 

5   

5 9-11a VIA Office 

5 8:00a CBCC Office 

   

11 10 am JLMA 

11 Noon JLMA 

12 8:30a JLMA 

13 4-5p Central Park 

   

17 8:30a CR G/H 

18 10:00a JLMH 

20 8:00a CR K 

21 Noon JLMA 

   

25 8:30a CR K 

25 11a CR C 

19** 9-11a VIA Office 

26 
 

6:30-8:30p 
 

Aldie Mansion 
 

 

1 11:30* JLMA 

2   

2 9-11a VIA Office 

3 8:00a CBCC Office 

7 8:30a CR G/H 

8 10 am JLMA 

8   

9 8:30a JLMA 

   

11   

21 8:30a CR G/H 

22 8:30a CR G/H 

17 8:00a CR K 

   

28 9:00a CR K or J 

29 8:30a CR K 

   

30 9-11a VIA Office 

 
   

 

1st Tue 

1st Wed 

1st Wed 

1st Thu 

2nd Mon 

2nd Tue 

 

2nd Wed 

 

 

3rd Mon 

3rd Tue 

Last Thu 

 

Last Mon 

Last Tue 

 

Last Wed 

 
 

 

* Petite Luncheon – Reservations Required; ** Revised Date  
CR =Doylestown Hospital Conference Room, JLMA=James Lorah Auditorium, HWC=Health & Wellness Center 
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