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From The VIA President 
Cory H Schroeder 

s I write this article and think about the fall restart 
of VIA meetings and activities, it couldn’t be a 
hotter August day! We surely have had our share 
of hot spells this year! Cooler days are something 
else to look forward to as we prepare for another 

great club year. 

I hope each of you has had an enjoyable summer, with vacation 
days and time with family to give you fun memories as we move 
into the fall. Your officers and other members have been busy 
all summer long, making plans and helping the hospital move 
forward with some big undertakings. Joan Parlee will give you 
the details on the hospital side of events. 

I am very happy to announce we have a new Administrative 
Assistant. Laura Kruger joined us on Aug. 22nd and is now 
getting her feet wet with all things VIA. Her schedule will be 8:30 
to 3 or 9 to 3:30 each day. She is very personable and 
enthusiastic and will be a great support to us all. Please try not 
to weigh her down too much! Special thanks to Barbara Hebel, 
Hospital Vice President & Chief Human Resources Officer, for 
expanding the hours that Laura works. The hospital pays Laura’s 
salary, not the VIA, and we are very grateful. 

I am also happy to announce that our Bucks County Designer 
House & Gardens was voted BEST in the category "Fundraiser" 
and One of the BEST (2nd place) in the category "Local Tourist 
Destination" by Intelligencer readers. Congratulations to 2016 
House Chair Joy Levy, Vice Chair Barbara Ann Price, and all the 
committee members for their hard work. 

Even before our first meeting, the Board and other willing VIA 
members will be hosting an Ice Cream Social on Sept. 20 & 21 
for the Doylestown Health system staff, thanking them for their 
wonderful devotion and service to our community. I believe this 
is the first large-scale expression of appreciation to come 
directly from the VIA rather than the health system 

management. The first dates will be for all three shifts of the Hospital. Continued on Page 2. 
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VIA Treasurer’s Report 
Ruth Carlson 

For month ending June 30, 2016 
Current assets:  $84,248 
Long term assets:  $277,324 
Total assets:  $362,570 
 
Total income for the year:   $74,265 
Total expenses year to date:  $63,629 
Total change in assets:  $10,635 

VIA Community Impact  
Look here for more information about how the 
VIA has benefitted the Central Bucks Community 
as our committees gear up for active fall, winter 
and spring activities. 

Letters to the VIA 
In Memoriam 

This contribution is given to the VIA in memory 
of Margaret Ann Britton who died July 6, 2016.  
Margaret Ann and her husband Bill were one of 
seven couples who until recently would meet 
every other year to renew old memories from 
Perry High School in Pittsburgh.  We all shall miss 
her lively good humor and pleasant nature. 

Very truly yours – Bill and Margie Schaefer 

 
Thank You 

Thank you so much for supporting Main Street 
Vices Poetry Contest 2016.  We are thrilled to 
support poets in our community and we can’t do 
it without Amazing Sponsors.  Thank you from 
the bottom or our hearts.   

Sincerely – Melanie and the MSV Poetry 
Committee  
 

From the VIA President Continued 
Then in October, we will offer the same 
appreciation to the staff of Pine Run and 
Lakeview. If you would like to be part of this, 
please let me know.  

For those of you who may have missed the 
premier showing of the “Then, Now and 
Forever” documentary at Delaware Valley 
University, we will begin our October meeting 
with an encore showing beginning shortly after 
noon. Then we will follow with an EXPO 
presentation of our committees, so we ALL can 
get a better understanding of what is done in 
these groups. This is a special meeting with a 
special earlier start time to welcome our new 
members. All other meetings during the year will 
return to the 1 pm start. 

I am excited that we have had an influx of new 
members. It is important to make them feel 
welcome, so please seek them out and get to 
know them.  Be sure to wear your name tag so 
that they can get to know us. More to come 
about name tags at another time! 

I am really looking forward to the coming year. 
We have been creating some plans that we hope 
will make the VIA stand out even more in the 
community. As these projects are developed, I 
hope you will find the efforts as exciting as I do. 
As the Hospital keeps growing and exceeding our 
own expectations, I hope you will experience 
and feel the same about the VIA. But we will 
never lose that warmth and commitment to our 
community. EVER.  

  

VIA Officers 

VIA President   Cory H Schroeder 
1st VP Joyce Hanson 
2nd VP Mary Jane Mims 
Recording Secretary Marilyn Mele 
Corresponding Secretary Joy Levy 
Treasurer Ruth Carlson 
Assistant Treasurer  Beverly Harvey 
 

VIA of Doylestown 
595 West State Street, Doylestown, PA 18901 

215-345-2347 | VIA-Doylestown.org 



July/August 2016 
 

VIA-Doylestown.org  | 595 West State Street | Doylestown, PA 18901 | 215.345.2347  Page 3 

VIA Health System Report  
July 2016 

Joan Parlee

I hope everyone had a very enjoyable and 
refreshing summer. Now we are ready for a new 
year of challenges and rewards. 

Our Directors’ Education this month focused on 
Atrial Fibrillation, a condition approaching 
epidemic proportions, particularly among the 
elderly. Drs. Sangrigoli, Harding, and Reinhardt 
have been collaborating and have presented our 
top quality work to the Holy Redeemer doctors. 
Doylestown Hospital is a training site nationwide 
for our ablation techniques with heating coils 
and cryoablation. Over the last nine months 
cardioversion has been done in the Emergency 
Room very successfully. The cost per case was 
reduced by $18,000, which represents a loss in 
revenue of $500,000 over the nine months.  
However, it has reduced procedure time, 
radiation exposure and is safer for patients. Our 
new business models 
reward these types of cost 
savings, and this 
collaboration has also led 
to referrals from Holy 
Redeemer. 

New hospital board members were introduced. 
Nicole Boytin (VIA), moving from Foundation 
Board; Patrick Counihan (Community), moving 
from Foundation Board; Phil Paino (Community), 
moving from Foundation Board. Carolyn Della 
Rodolfa will be sitting on the Hospital Board as 
Immediate Past Chair.  

The Acute Care Committee reported that our 
portable chest x-ray percentage was above the 
benchmark (20/23.9%). This rate increased 
slightly with the introduction of a new digital 
portable machine which provides excellent 
images, can be read at bedside and sent 
electronically to the radiologist to be read 
immediately. 

The Hospital Board approved a resolution to 
blend and extend the $15.4 million dollar 
interest rate swap for 10 years at an interest rate 

of 1.724%. This changes the interest rate from 
2.936% at an annual savings of $175,000. 

Grant Thornton presented a report to the 
Finance Committee on the client service cycle 
and the year-round communication with 
management, and Grant Thornton’s 
responsibilities in the audit process.  In addition, 
the scope of the audit was presented, and an 
explanation was given of Grant Thornton’s role 
for the upcoming bond issue and the procedures 
in conjunction with the audit this year. 

The Hospital’s Operating Gain Result is a $6.8M 
Gain from Operations; this is unfavorable to 
budget and $2.5M unfavorable to last year’s 
FYTD Gain of $9.2M.  The decrease from last year 
is because last year had some one-time items 
such as IPPIP (the IBC Pay 4 performance 
payment); Recovery Audit Contractors 

Settlement with 
Medicare, and the Wage 
Index Appeal 
Payment.  YTD Net Patient 
Revenue is $246M; this is 
$3.4M ahead of budget, 

and shows an increase of $11.3M/5% over prior 
year.  

Pine Run’s operating income for the fiscal year 
was $1.4M against a budgeted gain of $1.6M, a 
negative variance from budget of $260K. 
Compared to last fiscal year is an improvement 
of $1.03 million. 

The Medical Executive Committee reported on 
the restructuring of the Medical Staff 
Committee. 

Jim Brexler announced that Doylestown Hospital 
was named Most-Wired for the fifth year in a 
row. Thanks go to Rick Lang and his team for this 
success. A contract (7/16) has been formed with 
Ken Coburn of Health Quality Partners to 
manage care across the continuum. All 
transitions will be monitored for inpatients and 
outpatients. Continued
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Vice President, Health Services 
Continued from Page 3… Ken’s team of nurses 
will provide advance preventative care, identify 
high-risk patients, go into homes to provide care, 
and case management to prevent readmissions 
through this contract with the hospital. A 
Community Care Collaborative (CCC) with Holy 
Redeemer has been created. This is our version 
of an Accountable Care Organization (ACO) and 
will allow us to apply for a Medicare Shared 
Savings Plan. Primary care doctors are being 
signed on. 

We continue to pursue many new initiatives 
within Doylestown Health and external 
arrangements as well. This continues to be an 
exciting time for Doylestown Health.  

Events and Activities 
General Membership 
Meeting 
October 4 – JLMA 

Program 

12:15p New Member Welcome 
12:30p Then, Now & Forever Documentary 
1:00pm VIA Expo – Let’s Get Acquainted 
 
VIA Expo 
Jan Cope 

Committee Chairs: PLEASE PICK UP A VIA EXPO 
DISPLAY BOARD IN THE VIA OFFICE! OCTOBER IS 
JUST AROUND THE CORNER (sort of).  

The blank boards are in the VIA office, labeled by 
committee. Please take your board and the 
handouts that help give hints for ways you can 
set up your display, and you can ask Jan Cope for 
help if you’re stumped. There is also a 
committee organization chart: please sign to let 
us know that you have your board. Thank you! 

Conservation Card Party 
October 21 | 12 noon | JLMA 
Bring your favorite card or board game and join 
us for a light lunch and a fun time.  Tickets are 
$10pp Contact Ann Rainey for more information 
215-297-5759. 
 

Social Committee – LAST CALL!!! 

November 6, 2016 | 
3:00pm  
McCarter Theatre | 
Princeton, NJ 
CAREFREE: DANCIN’ 
WITH FRED & GINGER 
– An all-new tribute – 
live on stage – to 
American cinema’s most iconic dance duo.  
Tickets are $46.80 pp. To sign up or for 
information, contact Mary Bachman – 
bachmantours@verizon.net or 215-343-0547. 
Transportation: via carpool. Absolute deadline:  
September 19, 2016 @ 9 am to allow 1 week for 
delivery via USPS.  

WEATHER CONDITIONS for meetings: 

In the event of winter weather conditions 
meetings will be cancelled when Central Bucks 
School District schools are closed. In the event 
schools remain open or are delayed, you will be 
notified via email and on the VIA Website 
about meeting cancellations. 

Committee Updates 

 

2016 Designer House 
Joy Levy 

Thanks to committee and 
visitor support, I am excited 
to share with you that the 
Bucks County Designer 
House and Gardens was 
selected through voting by 
the Intelligencer as the 2016 “BEST Of” 2016 in 
the Fundraiser category.  Our event was also 
recognized as One of the BEST in the Local 
Tourist Destination category. “Mum’s the word” 
until the official announcement on Sep. 25. 

mailto:bachmantours@verizon.net
tel:215-343-0547
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Education 
Submitted by Mary Ellen Stanton 

 
VIA Education Committee and the 2016 
Scholarship awardees  

The Education Committee supports the mission 
of the VIA by overseeing the yearly pursuit, 
evaluation, selection and presentation of three 
$2,000 scholarships to local high school 
graduates majoring in a human health-related 
program in a college or university. The Hannah 
Pollock--Laura Haddock Scholarship honors two 
sisters. Ms. Pollock was the first visiting nurse to 
work out of Doylestown Hospital. Since 2007, the 
VIA has awarded over $39,000 to thirty high 
school graduates. The Education Committee 
evaluates and selects candidates for the VIA 
Ruth Boland Memorial Nursing Scholarship. 

Jean and Cathy 
Boland with 
Amanda Keagy 
(center), 2016 
VIA Ruth 
Boland 
Memorial 
Scholarship. 

 

Madeline Myrtetus, 
Casey Zhang and 
Joseph Callaghan III 
winners of the 2016 
Hannah Pollock--
Laura Haddock 
Scholarships and 
Amanda Keagy, VIA 
Ruth Boland 
Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship. 

 

Home Life 
Kathryn Lambert 

The Home Life committee has been very busy in 
our partnership with Pine Run and Pine Run-
Lakeview. An annual Tea, attended by residents 
from both locations, was held at Pine Run on 
June 23. Attendees enjoyed companionship, 
delicious treats and small gifts from the Home 
Life committee. A wonderful afternoon was 
enjoyed by all. 

Our only fundraiser will be held at Pine Run on 
November 17, at 9:00 a.m. Baked goods may be 
dropped off at the Pine Run Health Center Lobby 
– first floor. Sign-up sheets will be available at 
the October VIA Meeting to donate baked goods 
or offer a monetary donation. Proceeds from the 
bake sale are used for Christmas gifts for Pine 
Run residents. We also celebrate all holidays 
with small remembrances given by our 
committee. Our committee is busy year round in 
helping to bring joy and friendship to residents 
of Doylestown Health-owned communities of 
Pine Run and Pine Run-Lakeview. 

James-Lorah Memorial Home 
Helen Hammes 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Phyllis Morris 
for her six years of leadership of this committee. 
The responsibility for the maintenance of our 
“Treasured Legacy” (see Kathryn McKenna’s 
book on our history), has been challenging since 
Sarah James bequeathed her home to the VIA in 
1954. Phyllis briefly summarized in the May 
newsletter some of the work that began during 
her term for a major restoration of the exterior 
and parts of the interior of the house. She also 
addressed the improvements to Sarah James’ 
gravesite in Doylestown Cemetery.  

The continuing house restoration and ongoing 
maintenance is a major financial undertaking 
and dedicated member, Jeanne Sandusky, 
assumed the chair of the new Property 
Management sub-committee in 2015. Its 
members and the executive team will continue 
to address the remaining projects and continued 
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maintenance. In 2014-15, Happ Contractors Inc., 
was selected as a consultant. Construction and 
restoration expertise was needed because there 
were too many areas which had to be addressed 
and coordinated with a variety of other 
professions (electrical, plumbing, etc.). It was 
decided this was the prudent approach in order 
to identify and prioritize projects and secure 
bids. Due to continued funding issues, priorities 
for projects are now categorized by the following 
criteria: Safety, Curtail further damage, and 
Aesthetics to promote use.  

Members of the Property Management sub-
committee are also responsible for the 
preservation of the JLMH and VIA original 
document collections and other items which 
require careful preservation. Since the house is 
not air-conditioned, knowledge in this area is 
critical. A major accomplishment was the 
evaluation of the JLMH and VIA document 
collections this past spring by the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania who approached the VIA 
offering its services and subsequently provided 
invaluable guidance for preserving these 
collections. The VIA records specifically were 
given a high rating of “historical level of interest” 
in the area of American women’s organizations. 
They created a “finding” guide which will 
eventually go online as a tool for researchers 
who may want to research women’s groups in 
the 20th century. 

Throughout the years, we have had many 
dedicated members who loved JLMH and June 
Rea was among them. We wish to extend our 
condolences to her family and are most grateful 
to June’s final request that donations be made to 
JLMH. We thank all members and friends who 
have contributed to JLMH in her memory and 
this final gift to us will be part of her legacy. 

Finally, we hope you visit our EXPO table during 
the October general membership meeting to 
learn about or re-acquaint yourself and join us to 
take care of our “Treasured Legacy”. 

Veteran’s Committee 
Jan Cope 

Welcome to a new club year, ladies! Your 
Veterans Committee has already met to plan our 
fall activities. As always, we will be collecting 
donations at the October and November VIA 
meetings, or you may mail in a donation at any 
time. (Look for our ladies in the red aprons with 
the red-white-and-blue pins at the meetings!) 
The mail donation form is included in this 
newsletter.  

 We are preparing for Patriot's Day on 
September 11, support for the Horsham Air 
Guard Station's Family Readiness programs 
in October, and for the Central Bucks Family 
YMCA Veterans Day Luncheon that the VIA 
co-sponsors. And in the spring, we hope to 
be able to set up another trip to the 
Washington Crossing National Cemetery to 
see the trees they are now planning to put in 
at the entrance, using your last donation. 

 This year's YMCA luncheon will be noon - 2 
on Thursday, Nov 10, at the Y. The VIA helps 
plan and run this event. This luncheon has 
grown from about 70 people in 2012 to the 
150 we're expecting this year. We have no 
speaker this year; we want to give the guest 
time to just eat, talk, and enjoy! All veterans 
and (or) their families are welcome. If you 
would like to attend as a guest, please RSVP 
to kbirmingham@cbfymca.org, If you would 
like to volunteer as a VIA helper, please 
contact me at janbcope@verizon.net.  

In December, our committee will meet to 
allocate your donations. Our initial focus 
charities are the air base, the VIA Get Well cards 
for Veterans at Doylestown Hospital, and the 
Operation Paperback/Books for Soldiers 
programs. Depending on funding, we will also 
consider donating to the Washington Crossing 
National Cemetery, the US War Dogs 
Association, the Doylestown Disabled Veterans 
of America, or to other local military/veterans 
programs. Last year was a banner year: you 
donated over $3,800 to local charities. We're 
looking forward to another great year, and, 
remember, we're always open to new members. 
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Get Involved! 
VIA Chair Positions – Contact Cory Schroeder, 
coryxa6254@gmail.com or 215-297-8057 

Marketing Chair: Prefer general marketing 
knowledge, with a willingness to organize efforts 
to benefit VIA membership growth, promote 
special events and maintain 
communications with the community.  

Fundraising Chair: Willing to support 
the organization of activities to benefit 
the VIA, such as but not limited to: 
poinsettia sale, Christmas cookie/bake 
sale, 50/50, and more. 

Designer House Vice Chair: Assist the Designer 
House Chair. Responsibilities mutually 
established in a job where you will work hard but 
have a ton of fun!  

Website Maintenance: To update the website, 
maintain the calendar and other general website 
activity. Training available.  

Typist: General typing to assist 
committees/chairs without typing ability. As 
needed.  

Volunteer Opportunities: 

VIA Logo – a new committee is forming to 
shape the look of the VIA.  Marketing or 
graphic design knowledge would be a benefit. 

If you are interested in participating, please 
contact Joy Levy – joylevy@yahoo.com or 908-
883-0386. 

Typists Needed! Each year, we gather 
handwritten raffle entries and other contact 

information from our Bucks County 
Designer House guests. We need typists 
to help transcribe that information. If 
you have wanted to help but didn’t 
have time for a major commitment, 
please consider signing up to help type. 

We’ll give you the Excel format and all you 
need to do is type in the name, address, etc. 
from the handwritten forms. Interested? Jan 
Cope – janbcope@verizon.net or 215-348-
5423. 

Support the VIA 
At times words are not enough and cards don’t 
capture your feelings.  Express your 
congratulations for an individual or loss of a 
loved one with a lasting donation to the VIA so 
we can continue to meet our mission. For more 
information contact Jean Upton or make checks 
payable to the Village Improvement Association 
of Doylestown and mailed to VIA-1895 Society, 
595 W. State Street, Doylestown, PA 18901. 

 
Doylestown Health Happenings 

9/21 8 am  

Doylestown Health 
Garage 

9/23 6:30a – 5p Community Blood Drive Conference Room J 

10/1 Noon – 8p 6th Annual Ruth Boland Memorial Gold Tournament 
The Bucks Club, 

Jamison 

10/20 6-9p 
  

DoylestownHealth.org/FHI or 215-345-2954 
The Event Center by 

Cornerstone 

11/11 6:30 – 10 p 

DoylestownHealth.org/CircleOfLife or 
215-345-2141 Doylestown Country 

Club 

Visit DoylestownHealth.org/classes-and-events for more information.

mailto:janbcope@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                    
 

 
 

VIA Organization Calendar 
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7  Newsletter Deadline  

7 9-11a Strategic Planning  VIA Office 

8 8:00a Women In Business Pine Run Community 

12 8:30a VIA Finance Committee  Conf. Room G 

13 9-12 Designer House Committee Conf. Room C 

14 9:00a Welfare Committee Conf. Room A 

19 8:30a Bylaws and Policies Conf. Room G/H 

20 10:00a JLMH Committee Conf. Room A 

21 

11a-2p 
4:30-6:30p 
2-3am Ice Cream Social  

22 8:00a Hospital Board  Conf. Room K 

26 9:00a Foundation Board Conf. Room K or J 

27 8:30a VIA Board Meeting Conf. Rm K 

28 9-11a Interim Governance Committee  VIA Office 
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4 Noon VIA New Member & VIA Membership JLMA 

5 9-11a Strategic Planning  VIA Office 

6 8:00a Women In Business Baliwick – CBCC Office 

11 10 am Designer House JLMA 

17 8:30a Bylaws and Policies Conf. Room G/H 

18 10:00a JLMH Committee JLMH 

20 8:00a Hospital Board  Conf. Room K 

21 Noon Conservation Card Party JLMA 

25 8:30a VIA Board Meeting Conf. Rm K 

25 11a Fall Chairman’s Meeting Conf. Room C 

26 10-Noon Interim Governance Committee  VIA Office 

26 6:30-8:30p 
An Evening of Networking and Getting to know the 
VIA Aldie Mansion 

 

 

 


