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Designer House Proceeds Benefit 

Doylestown Health’s VIA Maternity Center  

Success of the 2015 Bucks County Designer House & Gardens  

helps VIA exceed its original $1 million pledge  

 
 

DOYLESTOWN – The Village Improvement Association of Doylestown (VIA) 

presented the final installment of its five-year, $1 million pledge to Doylestown Health’s 

VIA Maternity Center on Tuesday, November 3 at the James-Lorah Memorial Home in 

Doylestown. The proceeds from the 2015 Bucks County Designer House & Gardens 

enable the VIA to exceed its pledge by more than $40,000.  

 

The Designer House is the largest fundraising event of the VIA and supports Doylestown 

Health and VIA community projects. On Tuesday, Jean Upton, 2015 Designer House 

chair, presented a check in the amount of $241,283 to Doylestown Health CEO Jim 

Brexler.  

 

This check completes and exceeds the original $1 million commitment to the hospital to 

help fund the expansion and renovation of labor, delivery and postpartum facilities and 

brings the total donation to $1,041, 283.  

 

Total proceeds from the 2015 Designer House were $316,283, and the remainder of the 

funds will be allocated to VIA initiatives including community welfare, women’s 

scholarships, teen scholarships, and maintenance of the James-Lorah Memorial Home. 

The home, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, was given to the 

VIA in 1954 from one of its original founders, Sarah M. James.  
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The VIA wishes to thank this year’s Honorary Chair, Cowhey Family ShopRite of 

Warminster and ShopRite Pharmacy at Doylestown Hospital, along with the many other 

sponsors, supporters, designers/landscapers, advertisers, guests, volunteers and Designer 

House committee members who made this donation possible.  

 

The Designer House chairwomen who contributed to the fulfillment of the $1 million 

pledge include:  

 Nancy Koller, Old Glory Farm (2011) 

 Debbie Camiolo, Spring Valley Farm (2012) 

 JoAnn Cunning, Clement-Doyle House (2013) 

 Joyce Hanson, Serendipity Farm (2014) 

 Jean Upton, Villa d’Braccia (2015) 

 

In 2012, maternity services at Doylestown Hospital adopted a new name to reflect the 

long-standing tradition and influence of women on healthcare services in the community. 

The name VIA Maternity Center honors the impact of the women’s organization that 

continues to oversee the governance of the hospital today. The renovated maternity center 

has nine labor and delivery suites and 22 private postpartum rooms, allowing families a 

quiet and personal environment to bond with their newborns. Both the Level II Intensive 

Care Nursery and the Well Baby nursery have been expanded. Doylestown Health 

continues to honor its commitment to the community by enhancing maternity services 

and continuing a tradition of excellent care for new families.  

 

Photo: (L-R)  

Jean Upton, 2015 VIA Designer House Chair, presents a check to Doylestown Health 

CEO Jim Brexler and Kathleen Donahue, director of Maternal-Child Services at 

Doylestown Hospital, in front of the VIA Maternity Center of Doylestown Hospital 
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