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 D oylestown Hospital is committed to 
meeting the full range of community needs 
and to providing families with the highest 
quality, most comprehensive maternity 

care available. As Doylestown Hospital is a women-
owned facility, the Village Improvement Association 
(V.I.A.) has a mission that is well represented in the 
hospital’s recently renovated and renamed maternity 
center and in its future expansion plans. The V.I.A.’s 
pledge of $1 million in 2010 as well as generous 
community donations have enabled Doylestown 
Hospital to enhance the quality of maternity care.  

“The renovation of the maternity center and putting the 
V.I.A.’s name on it has really shown the V.I.A.’s continued 
commitment to the well -being of our community,” says 
Jean Fitzgerald, MD, Director of the Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Department at Doylestown Hospital, “and  
it reflects the ongoing progress of our community.” 

Delivering roughly 1200 babies in 2012, the center 
was able to provide a safe, comfortable and nurturing 
environment for moms, dads and siblings as well as the 
newborns. The comprehensive center is equipped with 
a full range of services and helps to make the delivery 
process a special experience for families.

Well before it is time to deliver, the maternity center is 
ready to help. A full range of pre-birth testing options, 
including high-risk care and genetic testing and 
counseling, as well as ultrasound and routine monitoring, 
are available to assess the health of both the baby and 
the mother. With many types of childbirth preparation 
classes offered, there are opportunities for the entire 
family to learn what to expect when their new family 
member arrives. Whether it’s teaching how to change 
a diaper, helping to develop a birth plan, discussing 

anesthesia options, or reviewing infant safety, the 
staff at the center is ready and available. Lactation 
consultants are available daily to assist women with 
successful breastfeeding; instruction is given both 
before and after delivery.

Many of the classes at the 
center are taught by the 
maternity nurses on staff, 
and the patients often 
develop relationships with 
them. More often than not, 
these same nurses are the 
ones in the delivery room 
when the patient is ready 
to deliver. “This provides 
a continuity of care and 
a sense of familiarity for 
patients,” says Dr. Fitzgerald. 

“It also helps to reduce  
their anxiety.”

When it comes time for delivery, the maternity center 
offers fully equipped labor/delivery/recovery rooms. 
If, during delivery, the unanticipated turns into a high-
risk situation, a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) is 
on site, staffed by Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
neonatologists and specially trained NICU nurses. 

“One of the most significant changes has been the 
advancement in our NICU area,” says Dr. Fitzgerald. 

“There was a time when I had patients leave our hospital 
in order to have their baby elsewhere because of a 
high-risk situation. Now I am very comfortable and 
confident in recommending our NICU capabilities 
to patients, letting them know we can manage any 
situation,” she adds. 
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Leonard Golub, MD, CHOP 
neonatologist, pictured  
with Kathy Donahue and 
Dr.  Fitzgerald

Beautifully maintained private postpartum rooms are 
available following delivery, allowing mother and baby 
time to bond. A well baby nursery is also on site, enabling 
mothers to have rest as needed.

The future looks bright for the V.I.A. Maternity Center. 
Renovations are underway, with a second state-of-the-
art C-section suite under development. Dr. Fitzgerald, 
who has not only worked at the hospital for 24 years, but 

also grew up in the area, notes that she has always 
seen the hospital moving forward and knows it will 
continue to do so. “Our goal is to continue to provide 
the kind of high-quality obstetrics and gynecological 
services that are on par with the other services the 
hospital offers,” says Dr. Fitzgerald. Even with a very 
high patient satisfaction rating, she realizes patients 
will still shop around for their birth hospital. Her 
patients tend to be of an older demographic; women 
today are waiting a bit longer to have their first child 
and are more informed and more educated about 
their choices. “These recent renovations and our 
future plans demonstrate our commitment to the 
community, and I’m pleased to be able to offer them to 
my patients,” she says. “As the V.I.A. is an organization 
of women, it is only fitting that Doylestown Hospital 
continues to provide top-notch women’s services.”

To learn more about supporting the V.I.A. 
Maternity Center of Doylestown Hospital  
please call Lisa W. Repko, JD, at 888-722-4317.

When the V.I.A. opened the Doylestown Emergency 
and Maternity Center in 1923, the 14-bed hospital 
was located in a converted Victorian town house. The 
operating and delivery rooms were equipped for doctors 
to provide anesthesia and for new mothers to have 
C-sections. The V.I.A. provided women with attractively 
adorned rooms and cared for them following delivery. 
Mary Evans, a longtime member of the V.I.A., was one of 
the early patients at the maternity center. Born at home 
through natural delivery on June 25, 1924, Mary was 
taken to the hospital the next day. She and her mother 
stayed there for approximately one week, as was the 
norm during that time period. 

Fast forward twenty-five years and Mary was ready 
to have her own baby. She only wanted to deliver her 
baby at Doylestown Hospital, and her daughter Wendy 
was born there on February 8, 1950. At that time, the 
hospital was located on Belmont and Spruce Streets. 
“My mother loved being a part of the V.I.A. and she was 
very supportive of Doylestown Hospital, having served 
on the board at one time,” says her daughter Wendy 
Sleicher. “She would not have delivered anywhere else.” 

The family tradition of birthing at Doylestown Hospital 
did not stop with Wendy’s delivery. She went on to have 
three children of her own at the hospital. Her son Brian 
was born on July 16, 1970, followed by twins Drew and 
Brett on July 20, 1974. All were born at the hospital’s 
Belmont and Spruce location. Wendy delivered all her 
children through natural delivery and stayed for only a 
few days following the births. “My twins were born about 
a month early and thankfully did not need special care 
following delivery; however, there was additional medical 
staff present in the delivery room in case an issue arose 
during the twins’ birth,” she says. “I was thankful for 
the extra care that was on hand.” All three of Wendy’s 
children were delivered by Dr. Charles Burmeister, who 
was a very good friend of Wendy’s mother.

As Wendy’s children grew, it was soon time for them 
to start their own families. When it was time for her 
son Drew and his wife Kristen’s baby to be born, it 
would be nowhere else but the Maternity Center of 
Doylestown Hospital. “There was no question for them 
about where they would deliver,” says Wendy. Their 
daughter, Karissa, Wendy’s granddaughter and Mary’s 
great-granddaughter, was born April 28, 2011. After a 
natural birth, Kristen and Karissa stayed in the hospital 
for two days before they went home, a big change 
from when Karissa’s great-grandmother was born. “We 
are so fortunate to have such wonderful care in our 
community,” adds Wendy.

The Evans/Sleicher story is a true testament to the 
trust patients have in the care they receive at the V.I.A. 
Maternity Center. Four generations of deliveries at 
Doylestown Hospital speak for themselves. Mary Evans 
passed away last September at the age of 88, but 
Wendy fondly reflects on her mother’s commitment to 
the V.I.A. “She was very dedicated to the organization 
and to the hospital and we are very proud of this family 
tradition,” says Wendy.

“We are so fortunate to 
have such wonderful 

  care in our community.”

Three generations of the Evans/Sleicher family, 
(pictured here) born at Doylestown Hospital
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