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President Elect Linda McIlhinney chaired the VIA Board meeting while I took a winter break to travel with family.  
At the February 25th board meeting, Fundraising Chair Sharon Orr recommended that the committee be informed of 
all VIA fundraising activities.  This would enable the committee to oversee the number and scope of proposed 
projects. 
The matter was again addressed at the February 27th meeting of the president and committee chairs, the third in a 
series that has led to a better understanding of each committee’s challenges and accomplishments.   
 
Our organization is praised in the community for the work we do. Think about it.  Even if you put aside our rich 
history as founders and governors of Doylestown Hospital, the fact is we are women who accomplish much through 
our committees, whether raising funds or giving funds to help those in need, whether gathering for social events, 
working to promote the VIA, or serving others. 
 
Last month our Veterans Committee presented $1200 in gas cards and grocery cards to the           11th Fighter Wing’s 
Family Readiness Group and gave $450 to the Bucks County Veterans Van project.  Jan Cope and committee planned 
to host the recipients at the February member meeting, which was cancelled because of a winter storm.  Instead, 
members of the committee met with the recipients to share the funds provided by your generous support.  Also, at a 
recent meeting of the hospital’s Pastoral Care Committee, Director Rev. Pauline Sexton told us that thank you cards 
provided by our Veterans Committee are given to patients who have served in the military.  A small gesture, but very 
much appreciated by the veterans, both men and women.   
 
On March 3rd the JLMH auditorium was filled with members and guests happy to be together and eager to hear 
updates on the VIA Health System and committee matters.  An important item on the agenda was a vote to approve 
the addition of an Anti-Harassment/Anti-Bullying statement to the VIA Bylaws.  A motion was made to approve, it 
was seconded and passed unanimously. Following the business reports, Barbara Chierici gave a presentation on the 
dramatic improvements made to the Pine Run Health Center facility. VIA members were invited to attend the open 
house held on    March 11th and 12th to celebrate the completion of renovations.   
 
The 2014 Bucks County Designer House & Gardens Empty House Party held on February 23rd  proved to be an 
enjoyable, as well as successful, event.  Congratulations to Phyllis Morris and the Empty House Committee! 
Don’t forget to support the Designer House by volunteering to hostess during the month of May.   You’ll meet the 
nicest people, fellow volunteers and visitors from far and near, all taking great pleasure in the beauty of the house and 
gardens.   I hope to see you there.    

 

                                      Marianne Chabot 
                                                                                                    President 
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April 1, 2014 – 12:00PM 

James Lorah Memorial Auditorium 
          
“Cleopatra” 
Presenter               Stephen R. Phillips, Ph.D, RPA 

Program Coordinator      Joan Parlee 
 
Tea Servers                     Jeanne Sandusky 

              Karen Young 
Meditation               Zoe Combs 
Hospitality Captains        Shirl McGonigle 
                                       Donna Walker 

              

            Program Preview 
Linda K. McIlhinney 
 

Join us for our April 1st program  where our speaker will 
be Stephen R. Phillips, PhD. Dr. Phillips is the curatorial 
Research Coordinator in the Egyptian section of the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology. He has participated in many archaeological 
excavations over the past 20 years, particularly in Egypt. 
Dr. Phillips will enlighten us with the latest evidence 
concerning Egypt's most famous Queen, Cleopatra. Don't 
miss this exciting program. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Bylaws Corner 
Georgia Ford 
 

At the March membership meeting, the Bylaws 
Committee proposed an anti-bullying statement be added 
to our Bylaws. A vote was taken, and the proposal 
passed. It will now be included in the Bylaws of the VIA. 
 

At our last Bylaws meeting, we discussed various 
deadlines as they relate to the VIA.  One is of special 
interest to all of us, our dues deadline.  Our VIA fiscal 
year is July 1st - June 30th.  In the past, many members 
paid their dues at the June luncheon.  Those checks were 
recorded in the fiscal year beginning July 1. However, 
some of us never got around to paying our dues until the 
end of October after we received a reminder notice. That 
gave us a “grace period” businesses would frown upon.  
To help our treasury have needed funds for the beginning 
of a new fiscal year, and to keep us aware of just when the 
dues are due, the Bylaws Committee proposes the 
following: Beginning June 2014, VIA dues will now be 
due on June 1 of the current year.  After June 30 a late 
charge of $10 will be applied. We will vote on this 
change to the Bylaws at our April meeting.  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to call me.  We think this 
change will be a better system for all of us because it will 
clarify that we have one month to make our dues 
payment, just like all of our other bills.  
   

1895 Society/TNF Campaign 
Joan Parlee 
 

At the March meeting we presented the Then, Now and 
Forever plaque for the first year of the Campaign. The 
plaque will be updated each year. 
 

As you know the Then, Now and Forever campaign was 
launched to raise funds for the VIA unrestricted 
endowment. This fund needs to be substantial and is 
invested to grow and provide support for the VIA's needs 
into the future. 
 

If you have not been a contributor, now is the time to 
step up. We need everyone to join this effort! Please make 
your donations and 2nd year pledge before June 30th of 
this year. A sincere thank you to all who have participated. 
 

 
 
 
Newsletter  Staff:  

                       Marie Johnston, Editor    Joy Anderson    
                       Phyllis Morris               Karen Simon     
                       Barb Thompson                  Betty Trossett

SHUTTLE 
Shuttle service from the County parking garage, 
Broad Street entrance, Level 2 to the JLMH  will be 
available from 11:30 to 12:00 on April 1st  After 
the membership meeting, the driver will make ONE 
trip from the JLMH to the parking garage. 

 



WWW.VIA-DOYLESTOWN.ORG     
 

Literature Committee 
Marilyn Mele 
 

This month, the book discussion group will be reading 
"Orphan Train", by Christina Baker Kline. 
  

We will meet on Friday, March 28th at 2:00 PM at the 
Forest Ridge clubhouse, 300 Beech Rd, Warrington (off 
of Bristol Road). For more information or directions call 
Marilyn at 215.343.6063. 
 
 

Theater Committee 
Janet Punzak 
 

“Fiddler on the Roof,” Sunday, June 22 @ 2:00 PM 

PA Shakespeare Festival at DeSales University. 
Orchestra $44, balcony $41.  Call 215.230.8873 
or e-mail janetpunzak@gmail.com to sign up. 

 

Fundraising Committee 
Sharon Orr 
 

The committee is taking reservations for the Mural Arts 
Tour in Philadelphia on April 10th.  We have limited 
seating. Please fill out the enclosed form and send your 
check to the VIA office to hold your place on the trolley. 
  
 
We are working on the first of two events to celebrate the 
VIA's 120 years in Doylestown.  We plan to start the year 
of celebration with a crab feast in September of 2014 on 
the grounds of the hospital.  Plans are in motion to have a 
Monte Carlo night on the roof of the hospital parking 
garage  in September of 2015 to cap off the year of 
celebration. 
 
We are looking for people to help us with these events. 
 Please contact Sharon Orr if you would be willing to 
help. This is a great opportunity for our newer members 
to get involved and meet other members of the 
organization. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welfare Committee 
Marge Martin 
 

Note from a grateful Kmart Gift Card recipient:  
Thank you so much for the extremely generous gift 
certificate to Kmart of Doylestown. It was such an 
unexpected surprise, and so thoughtful of you to send 
it to us. The much-needed items for the house and kids 
were a godsend.   
 

Membership Committee 
Lee Scheeler 
 

Attention all members, especially new members. 
Trying to find your niche with the VIA? President 
Elect, Linda McIlhinney, will be available before our 
monthly membership meetings at 11:30 AM  in the 
dining room of the James-Lorah Memorial Home.  We 
invite you to stop in to see Linda as well as some of our 
committee chairmen and learn about the many 
opportunities on becoming an active VIA member.   
Call me with questions @ 215.348.4466. 
 

James-Lorah Memorial Home  
Phyllis Morris  
 

Due to snowstorms on our meeting dates, our committee 
could not meet in December, January or February. 
However, the JLMH did weather all the snow and ice, 
nature had to offer.  The March 18th meeting will be held 
at the JLMH at 10 AM.  
 

We will be making final plans for our April fundraising 
event, the now very popular “EVENING AT THE 
THEATRE”. This year’s musical is the Scarlet 
Pimpernel at the Towne and Country Players Playhouse. 
Please see the enclosed flyer for all the details and 
reservation form. Do bring family and friends. This is a 
great way to introduce friends to VIA members. Seating is 
limited so mark your calendars! 
THINK SPRING EVERYONE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/c/christina-baker-kline
mailto:janetpunzak@gmail.com
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2014  Bucks County Designer House & Gardens 
Joyce Hanson 
 

Kudos to Phyllis Morris and her committee for a very 
successful Empty House Party on Sunday, February 23!    
In spite of snow on the ground, the weather was 
beautiful—sunny and 50 degrees. 
 

Our designers began working in their areas on       
February 25th.  Many have already been working intensely.  
One area is almost complete, just needs furnishings. The 
house is going to be spectacular. 
 

The Marketing Committee has been working feverishly 
night and day to get all the marketing materials written, 
printed and mailed.  Thank you Barbara Ann Price and 
Joy Levy!  Fifteen thousand brochures were labeled and 
mailed out.  Thank you to all who helped with this 
enormous project. Posters and rack cards are now 
available for distribution.  The new website is up and 
running, and very attractive.  Be sure to check it out. 
 

Volunteers are still needed for the public house tours 
from Sunday, April 27th through Saturday, May 31st. 
 

Hostess, contact Jean Rospond at 215.345.1141 or 
jean.rospond@gmail.com  
Captain, contact Helen Hammes at 215.348.0453 or 
hhammes@comcast.net. 
 

A big “Thank You” to all the committees who are 
working tirelessly behind the scenes to insure that the 
2014 Designer House will be a fabulous success! 

 
Empty House Party 
Phyllis Morris 
        

The weather cooperated and the 2014 Empty House 
Party event went off as planned Sunday, February 23rd. It 
was a great success with spring like weather and close to 
300 guests. Comments from guests were all positive about 
the wonderful house, delicious food and great drinks. The 
silent auction had fabulous items to bid on along with a 
50-50 raffle and baskets of cheer. Many people said “it 
was so much fun”. Most designers were present with their 
design boards, answering questions from our visitors. It 
was a glorious Sunday afternoon to visit the house and 
grounds of 39th Bucks County Designer House and 
Gardens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A huge thank you to my EHP committee. There is always 
much work to do in the details and this year we had the 
fear of a snowstorm as well. The committee and many 
VIA volunteers were involved in the outcome. Thank you 
for your extra effort on behalf of the Designer House 
Committee and its mission. 
 

Volunteers for Designer House Café  
 

Volunteers needed to work in the DH café.               
Please contact Debbie Thorne @ 215.766.0639 or 
mombodt@aol.com 
 

Designer House Social Media 
 

Each year we ask visitors to the Bucks County Designer 
House & Gardens how they heard about the event and, 
most often, the response is “Word of Mouth”. Your 
enthusiasm, involvement and support have helped spread 
word about this important VIA event.  So, please, 
continue to let friends, neighbors and family know how 
the VIA and community businesses collaborate to 
transform an area estate.   But wait…how do YOU keep 
in touch these days?  I’ll bet it’s not just by walking next 
door or calling on the phone.  Today we keep in touch in 
other ways...  you’re online and send emails and connect 
with Facebook.  You can help us get the word out about 
the designer house.  How, you may ask?  
Try one of these options: 

1) Visit us online at: 
BucksCountyDesignerHouse.org                     
and check out the new website 

2) Click on Sign Up for Newsletter in the upper righ 
corner of the screen and keep up-to-date with 
news and events about the Designer House 

3) Already getting the newsletter?  Then forward it 
to your friends 

4) Be a friend – come see what we have to say on 
Facebook. Then our information will show on 
your page and your friends will hear about us 
www.facebook.com/BucksCountyDesignerHouse 

5) Already with us on Facebook?  Then comment 
on our photos or about the house.  Like the 
Designers.  Update your status if you visit the 
house.   

6) Follow us on Twitter and retweet our messages.  
twitter.com/bcdesignerhouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jean.rospond@gmail.com
mailto:hhammes@comcast.net
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Despite tons of snow to be removed, water leaks, and electrical challenges there has been no interference in 
patient care and we did not need to go on divert. I am sure our operations people will be very happy to see this 
winter season give way to spring.  
 

CEO Jim Brexler has been holding Town Hall meetings with various groups throughout the Health System.  It 
has given these people a chance to get to know him better and to see and understand what it is we are doing 
within the System.  He has shared our accomplishments and the rewards we have received.  He also has given 
them an idea of the work that the Shared and Strategic planning initiative is doing. That kind of interaction is just 
what Jim does so well and I suspect he will continue to do more of the same in an attempt to keep us all in the 
loop. 
 

In referring to the planning being done: The Implementation Oversight Team met and decided that we would 
form five teams to address the various areas of concern. Each team will have an executive, a board member, and 
doctors. There will be VIA representation as Jim and I feel that your input is highly valuable. There is a lot to be 
done but we are confident that we are on the right track. 
 

I am not sure how many of you realize that we have a very robust Medical Research Program at the Hospital. It 
began in 1997 when we became part of a national study to see if community hospitals were safe to perform 
cardiac catherizations. Since then it has grown along with our Heart Program with four full time coordinators 
with administrative support staff.  The Hospital averages 25 active clinical trials at a time with the focus on those 
that are relevant to our community. 
 

The big excitement was the approval by the Board to expand our pediatric program to a six bed inpatient unit on 
3 East. We are looking to hire pediatric hospitalists for that inpatient care. They would also be able to assist the 
ER with pediatric patients if necessary. There are approximately 7,500 pediatric patients seen in the ER every 
year. The frustration has been when we have had to send out a child that needs to be kept overnight. By mid 
summer we should be able to turn that around and keep our children in the community where they belong. 
 

January was a good month with a high case mix and strong outpatient activity resulting in a gain of $1.2M. The 
Health System is $2M favorable to budget which is mainly driven by investment income. All Bond Covenants are 
being met. 
 
News from outside our doors thanks to Ron Watson: 
 

1. The University of Pennsylvania has aligned with Lancaster General with an eye   towards increasing Penn’s 
share of patients who need more complex treatment. 
 

2. Mayo Clinic will only accept Blue Cross Blue Shield silver plans under the new Obamacare exchanges. They 
will not accept any other insurance plans, so if you know of someone going there they should check on their 
insurance coverage. 
 

3. CVS will no longer sell cigarettes. They feel that since they are “retooling” themselves as an integral part of 
healthcare they should not be selling cigarettes. This was a $2B revenue source for them so this is a bold move. 
 

I find it interesting that what started as a derogatory term, Obamacare seems to now be the ACA’s signature 
name. There is so much happening in the healthcare world, we’ll be hearing a lot more as the months go by and I 
will bring you whatever seems pertinent to us. 

 
 

     Carolyn Della-Rodolfa 
      Vice President, Health Services 
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                 March 
  

     18 JLMH Committee  JLMH        10:00 AM 

     25 VIA Board Meeting Conf Room K          8:30 AM 

               

                                                                 April 
        1 Membership Meeting                                             JLMA      12:00 PM 

        8 Designer House Meeting                                                               JLMA      10:00 AM 
   11 Fundraising Conf Room B        9:30 AM 
   15 JLMH Committee  JLMH      10:00 AM 
   29 VIA Board Meeting Conf Room K        9:00 AM 
   29 Bylaws Meeting Conf Room K      10:30 AM 

 

 

Please refer to our website for additional events! 
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APRIL 10, 2014 

MURAL ARTS TOUR IN CENTER CITY PHILADELPHIA 
 

Philadelphia has the nation’s largest mural program.  Since 1984, Mural Arts has created more than 3,700 murals and 
works of public art, earning Philadelphia international recognition as the “City of Murals”.  The program is now in its 
29th  year and the Philadelphia Inquirer has described it as “by far, the most important, prolific and successful public art 
project in the nation.” 
 

On our tour in Center City we will see about 35 murals during a 2 hour private guided Trolley tour.   We will take the 
train in from Doylestown to Market East, have time for lunch on your own, before meeting at the 9th Street Gallery 
Mall Underpass to board our Trolley for the tour.  At the end of the tour we will be back at Market East to board our 
train home to Doylestown before rush hour. 
 

Cost of the tour is $35 plus train fare and lunch.  More details will be in the newsletter.  Any questions, contact Beverly 
Coller Campbell. (bjcoller@verizon.net or 215.340.2314) 
 
Name(s: ____________________________________Phone:  _____________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________# of Reservations:  ________Amount enclosed: _________ 
Payable to: VIA of Doylestown-Mail to: VIA, 595 W. State St., Doylestown, PA 18901; attn: Beverly Coller Campbell 
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