
The Catalyst Center for Nonprofit Management’s Client of the Quarter highlights the

rich and exciting programs of our nonprofit client base. Each quarter we feature a

different client, sharing with our readership their unique attributes.

Village Improvement Association

of Doylestown
The mission of the VIA is to enhance the quality of life in our community

through service and education.

The Village Improvement Association (VIA) was founded in 1895 to enhance the

quality of life in the Central Bucks community through service and education. Nearly 120 years later, the VIA

continues to initiate and support projects related to community, education, and health and wellness.

The VIA’s most notable feat came in 1923 when the organization founded Doylestown Hospital. Today the

VIA continues to oversee the governance of this nationally-

recognized, award-winning hospital. The VIA also oversees

Pine Run Retirement Community which encompasses

independent living, personal care, Alzheimer and dementia

care and rehabilitation services.

The VIA has grown in size and scope to its present

membership of over 350 women of all ages and of varying

backgrounds. Some members have moved to other

geographic locations and remain active while others join

after relocation to Bucks County. Members of the VIA are a vital presence at Doylestown Hospital and in the

community. The association’s efforts go beyond health services in supporting the local community by offering

one-time grants to community efforts; educational scholarships for outstanding high school seniors and

women seeking professional careers; and the VIA also provides a variety of support for those in our

community with emergency needs.

Since 2007, the VIA has given nearly $1.4 million to worthy causes that assist individuals in our community

who are in need of food, shelter, clothing and medical care. Additional funds are designated to maintain the

James-Lorah Memorial home and educational scholarships. The VIA is comprised of numerous committees

that identify and respond to those individuals and organizations that demonstrate need. We appreciate and

recognize all arms of the military in our work. Our largest annual fundraiser is the Bucks County Designer

House & Gardens, benefitting the mission of the VIA and Doylestown Hospital.

The VIA is proud to call the James-Lorah Memorial Home at 132 North Main Street in Doylestown its

headquarters. Once the home of Sarah M. James (a charter member of the VIA), the home was bequeathed

to the organization in 1954. The federal-style building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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The VIA continuously seeks energetic, community-minded women to join our organization and contribute and

participate in any one of the projects that we are working on. From fundraising to newsletters to marketing

and finance, there are plenty of opportunities to get involved in association activities.

The VIA hosts monthly membership meetings that offer programs and speakers on topics of varying

interests. Programs are held at the James-Lorah Memorial Home on the first Tuesday of each month, October

through June.

There are very few organizations in the Central Bucks community that have the rich history that the VIA has;

there are even fewer that continue to operate under the principles outlined in 1895.

For more information about the VIA and membership opportunities, please visit our website, www.via-

doylestown.org or call (215) 345-2347.
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